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Charges of a Freemason 

EXTRACTED FROM THE 

Antient Records of Lodges throughout 
the World, 
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lo be read at the making of New Brethren, or 
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THE GENERAL HEADS 


CHARGES OF A FREEMASON. 

i? 

I. Of God and Religion. 

II. ' Of the Civil Magistrate, supreme and subor- 

III. Of Lodges. 

IV. Of Masters, Wardens, Fellows and Appren- 

V. Of the Management of the Craft in Working. 

VI. Of Behaviour, viz. : 

1. In the Lodge while constituted. 

2. After the Lodge is over and the 

Brethren not gone. 

3. When Brethren meet without strang¬ 

ers, but not in a Lodge formed, 

4. In the presence of strangers not 

Masons. 

5. At home and in your neighborhood. 

6. Towards a sitrange Brother. 

VII. Antient Charges—To the Master-Elect. 
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The Charges of a Freemason, 


-&> 


&c. 


I.—CONCERNING GOD AND RELIGION. 

A Mason is obliged by his tenure to obey the 
moral law, and if he rightly understand the art he 
will never be a stupid atheist nor an irreligious lib¬ 
ertine. He, of all men, should best understand that 
God seeth not as a man seeth; for man looketh at 
the outward appearance, but God looketh to the 
heart. A Mason is, therefore, particularly bound 
never to act against the dictates of his conscience. 

Let a man’s religion, or mode of worship, be what 
it may, he is not excluded from the order, provided 
he believes in the architect of heaven and earth, and 
practice the sacred duties of morality. Masons 
unite with the virtuous of every persuasion, in the 
firm and pleasing bond of fraternal love; they are 
taught to view the errors of mankind with compas¬ 
sion, and to strive by the purity of their own con¬ 
duct to demonstrate the superior excellence of the 
faith they may profess. Thus, Masonry is the cen¬ 
tre of union between good men and true, and the 
happy means of conciliating friendship amongst 
those who must otherwise have remained at a per-, 
petual distance. 

II.—OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE, SUPREME AND 
SUBORDINATE. 

A Mason is a peaceful subject to the civil powers 
wherever he resides or works, and is never to be 
concerned in plots and conspiracies against the peace 
and welfare of the nation, nor to behave himself un- 
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dutifully to inferior magistrates. He is cheerfully 
to conform to every lawful authority; to uphold, on' 
every occasion, the interest of the community, and 
zealously promote the prosperity of his own coun¬ 
try. Masonry has ever flourished in times of peace, 
and been always injured by war, bloodshed and 
confusion, so that kings and princes in every age 
have been much disposed to encourage the crafts¬ 
men on account of their peaceableness and loyalty, 
whereby they practically answer the cavils of their 
adversaries, and promote the honor of the fraternity. 
Craftsmen are bound by peculiar ties to promote 
peace, cultivate harmony, and live in concord and 
brotherly love. 

III.—OF LODGES. 

A lodge is a place where Freemasons assemble to 
work and to instruct and to improve themselves in 
t]te mysteries of their antient science. In an ex¬ 
tended sense, it applies to persons as well as to 
place; hence every regular assembly, or duly organ¬ 
ized meeting of Masons is called a lodge. Every 
brother ought to belong to some lodge, and be sub¬ 
ject to its by-laws and the general regulations of the 
craft. A lodge may be either general or particular, 
as will be best understood by attending it, and there 
a knowledge of the established usages and customs 
of the craft may be acquired. From antient times 
no master or fellow would be absent from his lodge, 
especially when warned to appear at it, without in¬ 
curring a severe censure; unless it appeared to the 
master and wardens that pure necessity hindered 

The persons made Masons and admitted members 
of a lodge must be good and true men, free born, 
and of a mature and discreet age and 1 sound judg¬ 
ment, no bondsmen, no women, no immoral or 
scandalous men, but of good report. 

0 -----& 



CHARGES OF A FREEMASON. 11 

IV.—OF MASTERS, WARDENS, FELLOWS AND 
APPRENTICES. 

All preferment among Masons is grounded upon 
real worth and personal merit only, that so the lords 
may be well served, the brethren not put to shame, 
nor the royal craft despised; therefore, no master 
or warden is chosen by seniority, but for his merit. 
It is impossible to describe these things in writing, 
and therefore every brother must attend in his place, 
and learn them in a way peculiar to this fraternity. 
Candidates may, nevertheless, know that no master 
should take an apprentice, unless he has sufficient 
employment for him ; and unless he is a perfect 
youth, having no maim or defect in his body, that may 
render him incapable of learning the art, or serving 
his master’s lord, and of being made a brother and 
then a fellow-craft in due time, after he has served 
such a term of years as the custom of the country 
directs ; and that he should be descended of honest 
parents, that so, when otherwise qualified, he may 
arrive to the honor of being a warden, and then 
the master of the lodge, the grand warden, and at 
length the grand master of all the lodges, according 
to his merit. 

No brother can be a warden unless he has passed 
the part of a fellow-craft, nor a master until he has 
acted as warden, nor a grand warden until he has 
been master of a lodge, nor a grand master until he 
has been fellow-craft before his election, who is also 
to be notably born or a gentleman of the best fash¬ 
ion, or some eminent scholar or some curious archi¬ 
tect, or other artist, descended of honest parents., 
and who is of singularly great merit in the lodges. 


These rulers and governors, supreme and subor¬ 
dinate, of the antient lodge, are to be obeyed in their 
respective stations by all the brethren, according to 
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the old charges and regulations, with all humility, 
reverence, love and alacrity. 

N.B.—In antient times, no brother, however skilled 
in the craft, was called a master mason until he had 
been elected into the chair of the lodge. 

V.—OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CRAFT 
IN WORKING. 

All Masons should work honestly on working 
days, that they may live creditably on holy days ; 
and the time appointed by the law of the land, or 
confirmed by custom, shall be observed. 

The most expert of the fellow-craftsmen shall be 
chosen or appointed the master, or overseer, of the 
lord’s work, who is to be called master by those 
who work under him. The craftsmen are to avoid 
all ill language, and call each other by no disoblig¬ 
ing name, but brother or fellow; and to behave 
themselves courteously within and without the lodge. 

The master, knowing himself to be able of cun¬ 
ning, shall undertake the lord’s work as reasonably 
as possible, and truly dispend his goods as if they 
were his own ; nor give more wages to any brother 
or apprentice than he really may deserve. 

Both the master and the mason receiving their 
wages justly shall be faithful to the lord, and hon¬ 
estly finish their work, whether task or journey; nor 
put the work to task that hath been accustomed to 
journey. 

None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a 
brother, nor supplant him or put him put of his 
work if he is capable to finish the same; for no man 
can finish another’s work so much to the lord’s pro¬ 
fit, unless he be thoroughly acquainted with the de¬ 
signs and draughts of him that began it. 

®-® 
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When the fellow-craftsman is chosen warden of 
the work under the master, he shall be true both to 
master and fellows, shall carefully oversee the work 
in the master’s absence, to the lord’s profit; and his 
brethren shall obey him. 

All masons employed shall meekly receive their 
wages without murmuring or mutiny, and not desert 
the master till the work be finished. 

A younger brother shall be instructed in working, 
to prevent spoiling the materials for want of judg¬ 
ment, and for increasing and continuing of brother- 

All the tools used in working shall be approved 
by the grand lodge. 

No labourer shall be employed in the proper work 
of masonry; nor shall freemasons work with those 
who are not free, without an urgent necessity; nor 
shall they teach laborers or unaccepted masons as 
they should teach a brother or ai fellow. 


VI.—OF BEHAVIOUR, VIZ. : 

i .—In the Lodge While Constituted. 

You are not to hold private committees or separ¬ 
ate conversations without leave from the master, 
nor to talk of anything impertinently, or unseemly, 
nor interrupt the master or wardens or any brother 
speaking to the master; nor behave yourself ludi¬ 
crously or jestingly while the lodge is engaged in 
what is serious and solemn; nor use any unbecom¬ 
ing language upon any pretence whatsoever; but to 
pay due reverence to your master, wardens and fel¬ 
lows, and 1 put them to worship. 

If any complaint be brought, the brother found 
guilty shall stand to the award and determination of 
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the lodge, who are the proper and competent judges 
of all such controversies (unless you carry them by 
appeal to the grand lodge), and to whom they 
ought to be referred, unless a lord’s work be hin¬ 
dered the meanwhile, in which case a particular re¬ 
ference may be made; but you must never go to law 
about what concerneth masonry, without an abso¬ 
lute necessity apparent to the lodge. 

2 .—Behaviour after the Lodge is over and the 
Brethren not gone. 

You may enjoy yourself with innocent mirth, 
treating one another according to ability, "but avoid 1 - 
ing excess, or forcing any brother to eat or drink 
beyond his inclination, or hinder him from going 
when his occasions call him, or doing or saying any¬ 
thing offensive, or that may forbid an easy and free 
conversation, for that would blast our harmony and 
defeat our laudable purposes. Therefore, no private 
piques or quarrels must be brought within the door 
of the lodge, far less any quarrels about religion, or 
nations, or state policy, we being only as masons of 
the universal religion above mentioned ; we are also 
of all nations, tongues, kindreds and languages, and 
are resolved against all politics, as what never yet 
conduced to the welfare of the lodge, nor ever will. 

3 .—Behaviour zvhen Brethren Meet Without Strangers, 
hut Not in a Lodge Formed. 

You are to salute one another in a courteous man¬ 
ner as you will be instructed, calling each other 
brother, freely_ giving mutual instruction as shall be 
thought expedient, without being overseen or over¬ 
heard. and without encroaching on each other, or 
derogating from that respect which is due to any 
brother, were he not a mason; for though all mas¬ 
ons are as brethren upon the same level, yet mason¬ 
ry takes no honor from a man that he had before; 
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nay, rather it adds to his honor, especially if he has 
deserved well of the brotherhood, who must give 
honor to whom it is due, and avoid ill-manners. 

4 .—Behaviour in Presence of Strangers Not 
Masons. 

You should be cautious in your words and car¬ 
riage, that the most penetrating stranger should not 
be able to discover or find out what is not proper 
to be intimated; and sometimes you may divert a 
discourse and manage it prudently for the honor of 
the worshipful fraternity. 

5 .—Behaviour at Home and in Your Neighborhood. 

You are to act as becomes a moral and wise man, 
particularly not to let your family, friends and 
neighbors know the concerns of the lodge, &c.; but 
wisely to consult your own honor, and that of your 
antient brotherhood, for reasons not to be mention¬ 
ed here. You must also consult your health, by not 
continuing together too late or too long from home 
after lodge hours are passed; and by avoiding of 
gluttony or drunkenness, that your family be not 
neglected or injured,nor you disabled from working. 

6 .—Behaviour Towards a Strange Brother. 

You are cautioned to examine him in such a man¬ 
ner as prudence shall direct you, that you may not 
be imposed upon by an ignorant false pretender, 
whom you are to reject with contempt and derision, 
and beware of giving him any hints of knowledge. 

But if you discover him to be a true and genuine 
brother, you are to respect him accordingly; and if 
he is in want you must relieve him if you can, or 
direct him how he may be relieved. You must em¬ 
ploy him some days or else recommend him to be 
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employed. But you are not charged to do. beyond 
your ability; only to prefer a poor brother and a 
good man and true before any other people in the 
same circumstances. 

Finally—All these charges you are to observe, and 
also those that shall be communicated unto you in 
another way ; cultivating brotherly love, the foun¬ 
dation and cope stone, the cement and; glory of this 
antient fraternity ; avoiding all wrangling and quar¬ 
relling, all slander and backbiting, nor permitting 
others to slander any honest brother, but defending 
his character and doing him all good, offices, so far 
as is consistent with your honor and safety, and n6 
further. And if any of them do you injury, you 
must apply to your own or his lodge ; and from 
thence you may appeal to the grand lodge, at the 
annual communication, as has been the antient laud¬ 
able conduct of our forefathers in every nation ; 
never taking a legal course but when the case can¬ 
not be otherwise decided; and patiently listening to 
the honest and friendly advice of masters and fel¬ 
lows, when they would prevent you going to law 
with strangers, or would excite you to put a speedy 
period to all lawsuits, that so you may find the affair 
of masonry with more alacrity and success; but with 
respect to brothers or fellows at law, the masters 
and brethren should kindly offer their mediation, 
which ought to be thankfully submitted to by the 
contending brethren ; and if that submission is im¬ 
practicable, they must, ho wever, carry on their pro¬ 
cess of law suit without wrath or rancour (not in the 
common way), saying or doing nothing which may 
hinder brotherly love and good offices to be renew¬ 
ed and continued, that all may see the benign influ¬ 
ence of masonry, as all true masons have done from 
the beginning of the world, and will do to the end 
of time, 

Amen, so mote it be. 
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Summary of the Antient Charges and Regula¬ 
tions to be read by the Grand Secretary (or Act¬ 
ing Secretary) to the Master-Elect, prior to his 
installation into the chair of the lodge : 

1. You agree to be a good man andl true, and 
strictly to obey the moral law. 

2. You agree to be a peaceful subject, and cheer¬ 
fully to conform to the laws of the country in which 
you reside. 

3. You promise not to be concerned in plots or 
conspiracies against government, but patiently to 
submit to the decision of the supreme legislature. 

4. You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil 
magistrate, to work diligently, live creditably, and 
act honorably by all men. 

5. You agree to hold in veneration the original 
rulers and patrons of the order of Freemasonry, and 
their regular successors, supreme and subordinate, 
according to their stations, and to submit to the 
awards and resolutions of your brethren in general 
lodge convened, in every case consistent with the 
constitution of the order. 

6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, 
and to guard against intemperance and excess. 

7. You agree to be cautious in your carriage and 
* ' behaviour, courteous to your brethren and faithful 

to your lodge. 

8. You promise to respect genuine and true bre¬ 
thren, and to discountenance impostors and all dis¬ 
senters from the original plan of Freemasonry. 

9. You agree to promote the general good of so¬ 
ciety, to cultivate the social virtues, and to propa¬ 
gate the knowledge of the mystic art as far as your 
influence and ability can extend. 
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io. You promise to pay homage to the grand mas¬ 
ter for the time being, and to his officers when duly 
installed, and strictly to conform to every edict of 
the grand lodge. 

Hi You admit that it is not in the power of any 
man or body of men, to make innovation in the 
body of masonry. 

12. You promise a regular attendance on the com¬ 
munications and committees of the grand lodge 
upon receiving proper notice thereof ; and to pay 
attention to all the duties of Freemasonry, upon 
proper and convenient occasions. 

13. You adtnit that no new lodge can be formed 
without permission of the grand master ; and that 
no countenance ought to be given to any irregular 
lodge, or any person initiated therein; and that no 
public procession of masons clothed with the badge 
of the order, can take place without the special li¬ 
cense of the grand master. 

14. You admit that no person can regularly be 
made a freemason, or admitted a member of any 
lodge, without previous notice and due inquiry into 
his character ; and that no brother can be advanced 
to a higher degree except in strict conformity with 
the laws of the grand lodge. 

15. You promise that no visitor shall be received 
into your lodge without due examination and pro¬ 
ducing proper vouchers of his having been initiated 
into a regular lodge. 

At the conclusion the grand master or installing 
officer addresses the master-elect as follows): “Do 
“ you submit to and promise to support these 
“ charges and regulations, as masters have done in 
“ all ages ?” Upon his answering in the affirmative, 
the ceremony of installation proceeds, 
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CONSTITUTION 

Grand Lodge of Manitoba 

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. 

AS LAST 

Amended at Its Annual Communication 
in June, 1899. 

THE GRAND LODGE. 

TITLE AND SEAL. 

i. The style and title of the Grand Lodge shall be 
“ The Grand Lodge of Manitoba, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons.” 


2. The following is hereby adopted as the Seal of 
this Grand! Lodge : 
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3. The Grand Lodge shall be composed of the fol¬ 
lowing Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers and 
members who shall be entitled to precedence, rank 
and title as follows :— 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

Past Grand Masters according to Seniority. 

The Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master. 

Past Deputy Grand Masters. 

The R.’.W.’.Grand Senior Warden. 

Past Grand Senior Wardens. 

The R.'.W.'.Grand Junior Warden. 

Past Grand Junior Wardens. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
First Masonic District. 

The R.’.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Second Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.’.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Third Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Fourth Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Fifth Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Sixth Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Seventh Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Eighth Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Ninth Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Tenth Masonic District. 

The R.'.W.'.District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Eleventh Masonic District. 

Past District Deputy Grand Masters, 

The R.'.W.'.Grand Treasurer. 

Past Grand Treasurers. 

The R.'.W.'.Grand Secretary. 

&-0 
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Past Grand Secretaries. 

The R.'.W.'. Grand Registrar. 

Past Grand Registrars. 

The R.'.W.’. Grand Chaplain. 

Past Grand Chaplains. 

The Very Worshipful Grand Senior Deacon. 

Past Grand Senior Deacons. 

The Very Worshipful Grand Junior Deacon. 

Past Grand Junior Deacons. 

The Very Worshipful Grand Director of Cere¬ 
monies. 

Past Grand 1 Directors of Ceremonies. 

The Very Worshipful Grand' Organist. 

Past Grand Organists. 

The Very Worshipful Grand Stewards. 

Past Grand Stewards. 

The Very Worshipful Grand Pursuivant. 

Past Grand Pursuivants. 

The Grand Tyler (who shall not by virtue of his 
office be entitled to vote in Grand Lodge). 

The Masters, Past Masters and Senior and Junior 
Wardens of Chartered Lodges in the order of the 
numbers of their respective Lodge Charters, and all 
Past Masters who were entitled to vote in Grand 
Lodge at the opening of the Twenty-Second Annual 
Communication (8th June, 1897). 

4. The representatives of three Lodges at the An¬ 
nual Communication 1 or at Especial Communica¬ 
tions, convened on due notice to all the Lodges^ 
shall be indispensably necessary to open the Grand 
Lodge or transact business therein, except on occa¬ 
sions of ceremony, when the Grand Master or his 
representative, with a sufficient number of brethren, 
may open the Grand Lodge and transact the busi¬ 
ness for which it is called. 

5- No brother shall be entitled to rank as) a past 
grand officer unless, at the time of holding office, he 
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was either Master or Past Master of a Lodge ; nor 
unless he be affiliated as such with some Lodge 
bearing allegiance to this Grand Lodge. 

6. The Grand Lodge may by a two-thirds vote 
constitute any brother of eminence and ability, hail¬ 
ing from a foreign jurisdiction and who has render¬ 
ed service to the Craft, an honorary member of 
Grand Lodge, with such rank and distinction as it 
may deem appropriate, and may by a like vote'in 
recognition of eminence, ability and services ren¬ 
dered, confer upon any of its own members such 
rank and distinction as it may deem appropriate. 

SOVEREIGNTY, JURISDICTION, POWER AND AUTHORITY. 

7. The Grand Lodge is the Supreme Masonic 
Power and Authority in this Province and the Dis¬ 
tricts of Assiniboia, Alberta and Saskatchewan, pos¬ 
sessing all the attributes of sovereignty and g<3vem- 
ment—legislative, executive and judicial—limited 
only by a strict adherence to the ancient landmarks 
of the Order, and by the provision of its own con¬ 
stitution and regulations, but whenever a separate 
Grand Lodge shall be organized for any such Dis¬ 
trict, through the action of a majority of the Lodges 
working therein, the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge 
of Manitoba over such district shall thereupon cease. 

8. Its legislative powers extend to every case of 
legislation not expressly delegated by itself to the 
Lodges; and the constitution and regulations, which 
it has an inalienable right to adopt and promulgate 
at its own convenience, and to alter, amend or re¬ 
peal at its own pleasure, under the limitations there¬ 
in imposed, are final and binding upon all Lodges 
and Masons within its jurisdiction. 

9. Its executive powers include the granting of 
dispensations and charters to establish and perpetu- 
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ate Lodges within this jurisdiction and in other ter¬ 
ritory where no Grand Lodge exists; the revocation 
or suspension thereof; the issuing of special dispen¬ 
sations for all purposes permitted by any of the pro¬ 
visions of this Constitution; and the exercise, gener¬ 
ally, of all such authority as may be necessary to 
carry its own legislation into complete effect. 

10. Its judicial powers are of two kinds : 

ist. Original —The enforcement of discipline upon 
its own members and upon the Lodges under 
its jurisdiction ; and the trial of complaints 
against any of the elective officers of the 
Grand Lodge other than the Grand Master. 

2nd. Appellate —Embracing the revision of all mat¬ 
ters of controversy or discipline,, proper for 
„ Masonic investigation, and over which it has 
not retained original jurisdiction, and the 
hearing of appeals instituted as hereinafter 
provided for. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

11. The annual communication of the Grand 
Lodge shall be held on the second Wednesday of 
the month of June, in the City of Winnipeg, or at 
such place as shall have been decided on by a ma¬ 
jority vote, which vote shall be taken immediately 
before the election of officers, at the preceding an¬ 
nual Communication of the Grand Lodge. None 
but members shall be present at these communica¬ 
tions, without permission of the Grand* Master. No 
visitor shall speak to any question unless requested 
to do so by the Grand Master, nor shall he, on any 
occasion, be permitted to vote. 

12. The Grand Master, or in his absence from the 
jurisdiction,, the Deputy Grand Master, or in his 
like absence, the Grand Wardens may convene and 
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hold Grand Lodges of emergency, whenever the 
good of the Craft shall in their opinion require it ; 
the particular reason for convening such Grand 
Lodge of emergency shall be expressed in the no¬ 
tice, and no other business shall be entered upon at 
that meeting. 

13. The Grand Lodge is declared to be open in 
ample form when the Grand Master is present ; in 
due form when a Past Grand Master or Deputy 
Grand Master presides ; at all other times only in 
form, yet with the same authority. 

14. The powers of any pro tempore presiding offi¬ 
cer shall be the same as those properly belonging 
to the office so filled by him. 

15. No member of Grand Lodge shall, without the 
permission of the Grand Master, have the right to 
attend therein without the clothing distinctive of his 
rank. 

16. No brother below the rank of a Past Grand 
Master shall assume the Grand Master’s chair, 
though he be entitled in the absence of the Grand 
Master to rule the Grand Lodge. 

REGULATIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE GRAND 
LODGE DURING THE TIME OF BUSINESS. 

17. The Grand Master having taken his seat and 
opened the Grand Lodge, the following shall be 
the order of business at the first session of the An¬ 
nual Communication. 

I. Reading and confirming minutes of previous 
communications,. 

II. Reading and referring the Grand Master’s ad¬ 
dress. 
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ill. Reading communications, petitions, appeals, 
etc., and referring them for action. 

iv. Presenting Reports of the District Deputy 
Grand Masters and referring them to the Commit¬ 
tee on the condition of Masonry. 

v. Presenting Report of the Grandi Treasurer and 
referring it to the Committee on Finance. 

vl. Presenting Report of the Grand Secretary 
and referring it to the Committee on Grand Secre¬ 
tary’s Report. 

vil. Presenting Report of Librarian and referring 
it to the Committee on the Grand Lodge Library. 

viii. Presentation of the Reports of the Standing 
Committees and dealing therewith in the following 

(a) On Jurisprudence. 

(b) On Grievances and Appeals. 

(c) On the Condition of Masonry. 

(dl) On Foreign Relations and Correspondence. 

(e) On Finance. 

(f) On Benevolence. 

(g) On Charters and New Lodges. 

(h) On Credentials and Reception. 

ix. Presentation of the Report of the Special 
Committees and dealing therewith in the following 

(a) On Grand Master’s Address. 

(b) On Grand Secretary’s Report. 

(c) On the Grand Lodge Library. 

(d) On the Fraternal Dead. 

x. Motions in their order. 

xi. Notices of motion. 

xii. Unfinished business. 




CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE. 


At all other sessions of the Grand) Lodge the or¬ 
der of business shall be : 

1st. Reading communications, petitions, appeals, 

2nd. Unfinished business from previous session. 

.3rd. Consideration of reports in the order in 
which they are presented. 

4th. Presentation of reports of Special Commit- 

5th. Motions. 

6th. General business. 

The order of business shall be called by the Grand 
Secretary at each session, and may at any time be 
suspended or changed by a two-third vote of Grand 
Lodge and not otherwise. 

18. All matters, except where otherwise provided 
for, are to be decided by a majority of votes, each 
Lodge having three votes, each Past Master one 
vote, each officer of the Grand Lodge (except the 
Grand Organist and Grand Tyler) not otherwise en¬ 
titled to vote, one vote, and the Grand Master a 
casting vote in case of equality; unless the Grand 
Lodge, for the sake of expedition, think proper to 
leave any particular subject to the determination of 
the Grand Master. When any subject can be satis¬ 
factorily settled by an open vote, the votes of the 
members are always to be signified by each holding 
up one of his hands, which uplifted hands the Grand 
Deacons are to count, unless the number shall be so 
unequal as to render counting unnecessary; but any 
five brethren may demand a ballot on any question, 
either before or immediately after an open vote shall 
have been taken. 

19. All members shall keep their seats, except the 
Grand Deacons, Grand Director of Ceremonies and 
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his assistant, and the Grand Stewards, who are al¬ 
lowed to move about from place to place in the 
discharge of their duties. 

20. No brother shall speak twice to the same ques¬ 
tion, unless in explanation, or the mover in reply. 

21. Every one who speaks shall rise and remain 
standing, addressing himself to the Grand Master; 
nor shall any brother presume to interrupt him, un¬ 
less to address the Grand Master to order, or the 
Grand Master shall think fit to call him to order ; 
hut after he has been set right he may proceed, if 
he observe due order and decorum. 

22. If any member shall have been twice called to 
order for transgressing these rules, and shall never¬ 
theless be guilty of a third offence at the same meet¬ 
ing, the Grand Master may peremptorily command 
him to leave the Grand Lodge for that communica- 


23. Whoever shall be so unmasonic as to hiss at a 
brother, or at what he has said, shall be excluded 
from the communication, and' declared incapable of 
being a member of the Grand Lodge, until at ano¬ 
ther time he publicly own his fault and grace be 
granted. 

24. All motions, before being put to the Grand 
Lodge, shall be reduced in writing and placed in the 
hands of the Grand Master. 

25. No money grants shall be made, nor shall any 
motion be put involving the expenditure of money 
by Grand Lodge, on the last day of the communica¬ 
tion, unless notice shall have been given the session 
previous. 

26. No motion shall be entertained for altering or 
amending the laws, rules and regulations of this 
Grand Lodge, or for adding a new law, rule or re- 




CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE. 


gulation thereto, without notice in writing, stating 
the amendment proposed, having been given to the 
Grand Secretary two months previous to the annual 
communication of Grand Lodge, and a copy of the 
proposed amendment sent to each Lodge. No alter¬ 
ation or addition to the Constitution shall be made 
binding unless supported by two-thirds of the mem¬ 
bers present. 




GRAND OFFICERS. 

ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT. 

27. The officers of the Grand Lodge shall be re¬ 
spectively elected or appointed as hereinafter pro¬ 
vided, and hold their office for one year, or until 
their successors shall have been regularly elected or 
appointed and installed. 

28. The Grand Master, or presiding officer at the 
annual communication, shall appoint three or more 
scrutineers, who, having ascertained the number of 
votes for the respective candidates, shall present 
their reportsi to Grand 1 Lodge. 

29. The election of the officers of Grand Lodge 
shall take place at the annual communication on the 
second day thereof, at an hour to be named at the 
previous session by the Grand Master, and those 
present shall be duly installed or invested and 1 pro¬ 
claimed in due and ancient form before the close of 
the Annual Communication. 

30. The following officers of Grand Lodge shall 
be elected : By nomination to be handed to the 
Grand Secretary, and if more than one brother be 
nominated, then by ballot of Grand Lodge, viz.: 
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The Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

The Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master. 

The Right Worshipful Grand Senior Warden. 

The Right Worsihipful Grand Junior Warden. 

The Right Worshipful Grand Treasurer. 

The Right Worshipful Grand Secretary. 

The Right Worshipful Grand Registrar. 

The Right Worshipful Grand Chaplain. 

By open vote of Grand Lodge : 

The Grand Tyler. 

31. The District Deputy Grand Master for each 
District shall be elected by the representatives of 
the Lodges and Past Masters of such district pre¬ 
sent at the annual communication, by ballot (the re¬ 
presentatives and Past Masters voting in the same 
manner as upon the election of other officers), and 
if confirmed by the Grand Master, he shall, if pre¬ 
sent, be regularly installed, and if not present, he 
shall be installed within one month after the close 
of the annual communication of Grand Lodge, in 
one of the Chartered Lodges of the jurisdiction by 
a Past Master specially commissioned for that pur¬ 
pose. In default of any election being made, or if 
the brother fails to attend for installation, the Grand 
Master elect shall appoint a duly qualified brother 
as District Deputy Grand Master, who shall, after 
being installed, have the same rank find privileges 
as if he had been previously elected. 

32. All other officers of Grand Lodge shall be 
appointed by the Grand Master elect after his in¬ 
stallation. 

33. It shall require a majority of votes cast to 
elect. 

34. No Grand Officer, Past Grand Officer, or Past 
Master, voting or participating in a vote, in either 
one of these capacities, shall vote, or participate in 
a vote, in any other of them nor as Master or War- 
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den of a Lodge; but either of such members may 
as proxy for a Lodge, cast also the vote or votes to 
which such position entitles him. 

35. When a Lodge shall be represented by only 
two of its proper officers, the officer highest in rank 
may cast two of its three votes. 

36. When a Lodge shall be represented by only 
one of its proper officers, or by a representative, 
such officer or representative may cast all the votes 
to which it is entitled. 

37. Should any vacancy occur in any office of the 
Grand Lodge, the Grand Master shall appoint a 
qualified brother to supply the place, pro tempore. 

THEIR QUALIFICATIONS. 

38. No brother shall be qualified to hold any office 
in this Grand Lodge (except those of Grand Chap¬ 
lain, Grand Organist and Grand Tyler) unless he 
has been regularly installed as a Worshipful Master 
of a Lodge and be at the time of his election or ap¬ 
pointment a member of this Grand Lodge. 


*? 


GRAND MASTER. 

HIS POWERS AND AUTHORITY. 

39. The Grand Master, during the interval be¬ 
tween the communications of the Grand Lodge, may 
exercise all its executive powers, except the grant¬ 
ing of charters. By virtue of these, authority is 
given him, among other things— 

1st. To grant dispensations for the formation of 
new lodges^ 
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2nd. To grant dispensations for the holding elec- ' 
tions of an officer or officers at times other than the 
regular period.' 

3rd. To grant dispensations to receive and act 
upon the petitions of rejected applicants for the de¬ 
grees, within a less period than the time prescribed 
by this Constitution. Provided the application for 
such dispensation be made by the Lodge (to which 
the candidate presented his petition) by an unani¬ 
mous vote by ballot. 

4th. To grant dispensations to receive and act up¬ 
on the petitions for degrees of persons who may not 
possess the qualification of residence prescribed. 
Provided that the consent of the Lodge or Lodges 
having jurisdiction over the candidate is first ob- 

5th. To grant such other dispensations as may be 
applied for in accordance with the Constitution. 

6th. To convene any Lodge, to preside therein, 
inspect its proceedings, and compel its conformity 
to the Constitution. 

7th. To arrest the charter or dispensation of any 
Lodge, for good reasons shown, and suspend the 
operations thereof during his pleasure. 

8th. To suspend any officer of any Lodge from the 
exercise of the powers and duties of his office, for 
good reasons shown, during his pleasure. 

9th. To require the attendance of, and information 
from any Grand Officer respecting matters apper¬ 
taining to the duties of his office. 

10th. To appoint representatives near other recog¬ 
nized Grand Lodges, and to receive and accredit re¬ 
presentatives from them. Provided, however, that 
no brother shall be received and accredited as the 
representative of more than one Grand Lodge at the 
same time, and should a representative have failed 

®-- --- $ 
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to attend the Communications of the Grand Lodge 
for two consecutive years, the Grand Master may 
request that a new appointment be made. 

nth. To decide all questions of order and mason- 

12th. To dedicate masonic halls, to lay corner 
stones of masonic halls, public buildings and other 
structures. 

13th. To appoint such officers as may be required 
by this Constitution. 

40. The Grand Master shall have authority to pre¬ 
side in any Lodge, and to order any of his Grand 
Officers to attend him. His deputy shall be placed 
on his right and the Master of the Lodge on his 
left hand. The Grand Wardens shall also act as 
Wardens for that particular Lodge during his pre¬ 
sence: but if the Grand 1 Wardens be not present, then 
the Grand Master may command the Wardens of 
the Lodge, or other Master Masons to act as his 
Wardens pro tempore. 

41. The Grand Master may send his Grand Offi¬ 
cers to visit any Lodge he may think proper. 

42. The Grand Master may, through the Grand 
Secretary, summon any Grand Officer, Lodge, or 
brother to attend him, or any Grand Officer or 
Committee of the Grand Lodge, and to produce the 
books of such Grand Officer, the charter, books, 
papers and accounts of such Lodges or the certifi¬ 
cate of such brother. 

43. If the summons be not complied with, and no 
sufficient reason given for non-compliance, such 
summons shall be repeated as a peremptory sum¬ 
mons; if such last summons be not attended to, such 
Grand Officer, Lodge or brother may be suspended, 
and the proceeding reported to the Grand Lodge. 
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All summonses shall have the impress of the Grand 
Lodge Seal affixed. 

44. The Grand Master shall not be applied to 
officially on any business concerning Masons or 
Masonry, but through the Grand Secretary, the De¬ 
puty Grand Master or a District Deputy Grand 
Master. 

45. In case of the death, absence, or inability of 
the Grand Master, or of a vacancy in his office, the 
Deputy Grand Master, Grand Senior Warden and 
Grand Junior Warden shall in succession assume 
his prerogatives, powers and 1 duties for such pur¬ 
poses. And should the Grand Master, Deputy 
Grand Master, Grand Senior Warden and Grand 
Junior Warden be absent from any Communication 
of the Grand Lodge, it shall be ruled by the Grand 
Officer or Past Grand Officer next in rank and 
seniority who may be present, and if no elective 
Grand Officer or Past Grand Officer be present, by 
the Master of the senior Lodge represented. 

HIS DUTIES. 

46. It shall be the duty of the Grand 1 Master : 

1st. To preside in the Grand Lodge at all its 

communications. 

2nd. To present, at each annual communication a 
written message, therein setting forth all his official 
acts during the year, exhibiting the general condi¬ 
tion of Masonry within the jurisdiction and recom¬ 
mending such legislation as he may deem necessary 
or expedient for the welfare of the craft. 

3rd. To constitute all chartered Lodges, either in 
'person or by a duly authorized representative, in 
accordance with the ancient usages and regulations. 

4th. To exercise a general and careful supervision 
over the Craft, and to see that the Constitution arid 

®-® 
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regulations of the Grand Lodge are strictly main¬ 
tained, supported and obeyed. 

5th. To discharge all the necessary executive 
functions of the Grand Lodge when that body is 
not in session. 

6th. To cause the ancient landmarks and charges 
to be observed, and to do and perform the duties of 
ancient Grand Masters, agreeably to the require¬ 
ments of Masonry and of this Grand Lodge. 

7th. To examine all by-laws of subordinate lodges 
and to approve same if found correct. When so ap¬ 
proved they shall have full force and effect. 

** 

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 

HIS POWERS AND AUTHORITY. 

47. The Deputy Grand Master shall have full au¬ 
thority, unless the Grand Master be present, to pre¬ 
side in any Lodge which he may visit, with the Dis¬ 
trict Deputy Grand Master on his right hand and 
the Master of the Lodge on his left. The Grand 
Warden, if present, shall act as Wardens of that 
particular Lodge during the Deputy Grand Master’s 
continuance therein ; but if the Grand Wardens be 
not present then the Deputy Grand Master may 
command the Wardens of the Lodge, or any other 
Master Masons, to act as Wardens pro tempore. 

HIS DUTIES. 

48. The Duties of the Deputy Grand Master shall 
be : To assist the Grand Master as he may direct ; 
and, in the cases provided for by the foregoing sec¬ 
tion, to exercise all the prerogatives and perform 
all the duties of Grand Master, 

® --- ® 



CONSTITUTION 


THE GRAND LODGE. 


GRAND WARDENS. 

49. The Grand Wardens, when present in Grand 
Lodge, shall occupy their respective stations, and in 
the event of the absence of either or both of these 
Grand Officers then their places shall be supplied by 
the Senior Past Grand Warden present. If no Past 
Grand Wardens be present the Grand Master may 
direct any other member of Grand Lodge to act as 
Warden for that occasion. 

50. The Grand Wardens, whenever commanded, 
shall attend the Grand Master, and shall act as 1 his 
Wardens while he presides in any particular Lodge. 

MASONIC DISTRICTS. 

THE DISTRICTS. 

51. The Masonic Districts shall be as follows, 
subject to alteration without notice by the Grand 
Lodge at any Annual Communication, viz. :— 

The First Masonic District shall be bounded on the 
North, South and East, respectively, by the North, 
South and East boundaries of the Province of Mani¬ 
toba, and on the West by the west limit of Range 2, 
West of the Principal Meridian. 

The Second Masonic District shall be composed of 
Townships 10, II, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17, in Ranges 
3. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17, 
West, and shall include Ranges' 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, is, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20, West, from 
the South limit of Township 18 to the Northern 
boundary of the Province. 

The Third Masonic District shall include Townships 
5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, extending Westerly from the West 
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limit of the First Masonic District to the West 
limit of Range 17 West. 

The Fourth Masonic District shall extend from the 
North limit of Township 4 to the South boundary of 
the Province of Manitoba and from the West limit 
of the First Masonic District to the West boundary 
of the Province. 

The Fifth Masonic District shall include Townships 
13, 14, 15, 16 andl 17 from the East limit of Range 
18 West to the Western boundary of the Province, 
and shall also include all that portion of the Pro¬ 
vince of Manitoba lying North of the South limit of 
Township 18 and West of the East limit of Range 
21 West. 

The Sixth Masonic District shall be bounded on the 
South by the North limit of the Fourth Masonic 
District, on the North by the South limit of the 
Fifth Masonic District and extend from the East 
limit of Range 18 West to the West boundary of the 
Province. 

The Seventh Masonic District shall be composed of 
the Territorial District of Saskatchewan. 

The Eighth Masonic District shall be composed of 
that portion of the Territorial District of Assiniboia 
which lies) to the East of the Third Initial Meridian. 

The Ninth Masonic District shall be composed of 
all that portion of the Territorial District of Assini¬ 
boia West of the Third Initial Meridian and North 
of the South boundary of Township No. 20, and all 
that portion of the Territorial District of Alberta 
which lies to the North of the South boundary of 
said Township No. 20. 

The Tenth Masonic District shall be composed of 
all those portions of the Territorial Districts of As- 

&-® 
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siniboia and Alberta which lie to the South of the 
South boundary of Township 20 and West of the 
Third Initial Meridian. 

The Eleventh Masonic District shall be composed of 
the Territorial District of Yukon. 




DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

THEIR QUALIFICATIONS. 

52. Each District Deputy Grand Master shall be 
well skilled in the work of the three degrees of An¬ 
cient Craft Masonry ; he shall be a Past Master and' 
a member in good standing of some Lodge in the 
District from which he is appointed, and shall re¬ 
ceive a certificate of his appointment signed by the 
Grand Master and attested by the Grand Secretary. 

THEIR DUTIES. 

53. Each District Deputy Grand Master shall have 
power and it shall be his duty : 

1st. To visit, officially, each Lodge in his District 
at least once during his term. 

2nd. To preside in each Lodge upon the occasion 
of his official visit, to examine its books and record's, 
and see if they are properly kept; to inform himself 
of the number of members, and the punctuality and 
regularity of their attendance; to ascertain the state 
and condition of the Lodges in all respects; to point 
out any errors he may ascertain in their conduct and 
mode of working; and to instruct them in every par¬ 
ticular wherein he shall find they may require or de¬ 
sire information and particularly to recommend at- 

0 -----® 
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tention to the moTal and benevolent principles of 
Masonry, and caution in the admission of candi¬ 
dates: ; to see that returns have been regularly for¬ 
warded to the Grand Secretary’s Office with all fees 
and dues that may have accrued ; and 1 on refusal or 
neglect on the part of any Lodge to make such re¬ 
turn he may suspend the Lodge; and if he discover 
in his District any Masonic error or evil to endeavor 
immediately to arrest the same Dy Masonic means, 
and, if he judge it expedient, to specially report 
the same to the Grand Master. 

3rd. To take possession of the funds and property 
of any dormant or extinct Lodge in his District 
and transfer the same to the Grand Secretary. 

4th. To prepare in duplicate on blanks, to be fur¬ 
nished by the Grand Secretary, a statement in tabu¬ 
lar form of the condition of each Lodge in his Dis¬ 
trict for the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
and to transmit such report to the Grand Secretary 
on or before the 15th day of May, to be by him laid 
before the Grand Master and the Committee on the 
Condition of Masonry. 

5th. To prepare in duplicate a report for the year 
ending on the 30th of April, on the general condi¬ 
tion of Masonry in his District, and of his acts 
therein, with such particulars as he may deem neces¬ 
sary, including the names and numbers of the 
Lodges in his District not visited by him, together 
with the reasons therefor, and to transmit such re¬ 
port to the Grand Secretary on or before the 15th 
day of May, to be by him laid before the Grand 
Master and the Committee on the Condition of 
Masonry. 

6th. To give or refuse consent for the removal of 
a Lodge from one place to another within his Dis¬ 
trict. 
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7th. To perform such other services and executive 
duties as may be deputed or entrusted to him by 
the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge. 

54. To appoint, if necessary, a District Chaplain 
and Secretary, during pleasure, but they shall have 
no rank in Grand Lodge by virtue of such office. 

RANK OF PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 

55. District Deputy Grand 1 Masters who shall have 
discharged their duties for one year to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the Committee on the Condition of Masonry, 
and who shall be specially recommended by it for 
the honor, may receive the rank of Past District 
Deputy Grand Master. 


GRAND TREASURER. 

56. The Grand Treasurer shall be entrusted with 
all the moneys raised for the general charity, or for 
any other public use of the fraternity, of which he 
shall keep an account in a book, specifying the res¬ 
pective uses for which the several sums are intend¬ 
ed; and shall disburse the same in such manner as 
the Grand Lodge or other proper authority shall 
direct, and produce a statement of receipts and dis¬ 
bursements before every regular communication or 
when called for by the Committee on Finance. 

57. The Grand Treasurer shall keep in some regu¬ 
larly chartered bank in the City of Winnipeg, to be 
selected by the Committee on Finance, all the 
moneys, notes, bonds or other securities, that may 
come into hist possession as Grand Treasurer. The 
account in said bank shall be kept in the name of 
the Grand Lodge of Manitoba, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons, and no payments shall be made 
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unless on warrants drawn by the Chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, and countersigned by the 
Grand Secretary. All cheques shall be signed by the 
Grand Treasurer and countersigned by the Chair¬ 
man of the Committee on Finance, or by the Act¬ 
ing Chairman of said Committee. 

GRAND SECRETARY. 

58. It shall be the duty of the Grand Secretary : 

1st. To record all the transactions of the Grand 
Lodge which it is proper to have written ; and to 
superintend the publication thereof immediately 
after the close of each communication under such, 
instructions as may be given by the Grand Lodge. 

2nd. To receive, duly fyle and! safely keep all pa¬ 
pers and documents addressed or belonging to the 
Grand Lodge, and to present such as may require 
its action at each communication thereof. 

3rd. To collect all moneys due to the Grand 
Lodge, to keep a correct account thereof in proper 
books, and to pay the same at least monthly into 
the bank account of the Grand Lodge as provided 
in Section 57, taking duplicate receipts therefor, 
one of which he shall forthwith transmit to the 
Grand Treasurer. 

4th. To report, at each annual communication, a 
detailed account of all moneys received by him 
during the year, with a specific statement of the 
sources whence they were derived; and to present 
therewith the receipts of the Bank therefor. 

5th. To report at each annual communication all 
Lodges in arrears to the Grand Lodge, or which 
shall have neglected or refused to comply with any 
provisions of its Constitution and Regulations. 
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6th. To conduct the correspondence of the Grand 
Lodge, and to submit copies thereof at each an¬ 
nual communication, for its inspection. 

7th. To attend the Grandi Lodge at all its com¬ 
munications, and the Grand Master, when required, 
with the books and all necessary papers appertain¬ 
ing to his office. 

8th. To transmit to each Lodge within the juris¬ 
diction, once in every six months, a list of all re¬ 
jections, suspensions and restorations of which he 
shall have been notified by the several Lodges. 

9th. To issue notices of any communications of 
Grand Lodge to all Grand Officers and to each 
Lodge. 

ioth. To issue notices to each Lodge of the 
granting of a dispensation by the Grand Master 
for the formation of a new Lodge. 

nth. To take charge of the jewels, furniture, 
clothing and other paraphernalia of the Grand 

12th. To furnish every Grand Officer, elected or 
appointed, with a certificate of such election or ap¬ 
pointment. 

13th. To act as Grand Librarian and take charge 
of the library of the Grand Lodge, under such re¬ 
gulations as it may prescribe. 

14th. To report, at each annual communication, 
all unfinished business of the Grand Lodge; andr to 
present all such other matters to its notice as may 
properly come within his province. 

15th. To perform all such other duties, appertain¬ 
ing to his office, as the Grand Lodge may direct. 

16th. To have the custody of the Seals of the 
Grand Lodge, and affix the same to all charters, 

®® 
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warrants, certificates, and other documents issued 
by authority of the Grand Lodge, or by the Grand 
Master, in conformity with the laws and regula¬ 
tions of the Grand 1 Lodge. 

59. He shall execute and fyle in the office of the 
Grand Master, within fifteen days after his instal¬ 
lation, an official bond, by guarantee policy, in such 
penal sum as shall be approved by the Grand 
Master, conditioned that he will faithfully dis¬ 
charge the duties of his office as prescribed in this 
Constitution. 

60. He shall receive such compensation for his 
services as the Grand Lodge may direct. 

GRiAND REGISTRAR. 

61. The Grand Registrar may take charge of any 
District for which there is no District Deputy 
Grand Master, when instructed to do so by the 
Grand Master, and he shall thereby be empowered 
to perform all the functions of a District Deputy 
Grand Master. 

GRAND CHAPLAIN. 

62. It shall be the duty of the Grand Chaplain to 
attend all communications and there to offer up so¬ 
lemn prayer for the occasion. 

1? 

OTHER GRAND OFFICERS. 

63. The Grand Deacons, Grand Director of Cere¬ 
monies, Grand Organist, Grand Stewards, Grand 
Pursuivant, and Grand Tyler, shall, if possible, at- 
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tend every communication of the Grand Lodge, and 
shall perform the duties ordinarily assigned 1 to such 

64. The Grand Director of Ceremonies, in addi¬ 
tion to his other duties, shall have, under the dir¬ 
ection of the Grandl Secretary, the care, during the 
session of Grand Lodge, of the clothing, insignia 
and jewels belonging to the Grand 1 Lodge. 

65. The Grand Pursuivant shall preserve order 
in the porch at every meeting of the Grand Lodge, 
and, with the assistance of the brethren nominated 
for attendance there, and shall see that none except 
those who have their proper clothing and jewels, 
and 1 have signed their names to the accustomed 
papers, and are, in all respects, qualified to be ad- 


66. Eight Grand Stewards shall be annually ap¬ 
pointed for the regulation of grand festivals, under 
the direction of the Grand Master. They shall also 
assist in conducting the arrangements made for the 
communications and other meetings of the Grand 

** 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

67. The Standing Committees of the Grand 
Lodge shall each consist of five members, and shall 
hold office from the close of the annual communi¬ 
cation at which they are appointed until the close 
of the next ensuing annual communication. 

The Standing Committees shall be :— 

1. The Committee on Jurisprudence. 

2. The Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

3. The Committee on the Condition of Mas¬ 

onry. 




44 CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE. 


4. The Committee on Foreign Relations and 

Correspondence. 

5. The Committee on Finance. 

6. The Committee on Benevolence. 

7. The Committee on Charters and New Lodges. 

8. The Committee on Credentials and Reception. 

68. The said Committees shall be appointed in 
the following- manner, viz. : At each Annual Com¬ 
munication a Nominating Committee shall be ap¬ 
pointed by the Grand Master, one brother from 
each District represented, who shall be a resident 
thereof, and three at large ; which Nominating 
Committee shall immediately, on the declaration 
of their appointment, proceed to select from 
among the members of Grand Lodge five brethren 
to serve upon each of such Standing Committees, 
and shall submit such selection for the approval of 
Grand Lodge. No brother shall be selected to 
serve on more than one Committee. All vacancies 
occurring shall be filled by appointment of the 
Grand Master. 

69. Each Committee shall at Once proceed to 
elect one of its members as Chairman, who shall 
receive all reports, etc., to be submitted to the 
Committee ; call the members together for consul¬ 
tation at such time and place as 1 by him shall be 
deemed best, preside at such meetings and com¬ 
municate the decisions of the Committee to the 
Grand Lodge, Provided, however, that should the 
members be unable, for any reason whatever, to 
elect a Chairman, the Grand Master shall there¬ 
upon appoint one of its members as Chairman. 

70. The Chairman of each Committee shall be its 
executive officer during the recess of Grand Lodge, 
and shall after having communicated by letter or 
otherwise, and having received the consent of a 
majority thereof, act for the Committee in all cases 

® ---:- S 
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where it is not by him deemed advisable or con¬ 
venient to call a meeting of the Committee. Three 
members shall form a quorum at all meetings of 
the Committee. 

The duties of each Committee shall be as fol¬ 
lows :— 

71. Jurisprudence .—It shall be the duty of the 
Committee on Jurisprudence to consider and re¬ 
port to the Grand Lodge upon all questions and 
decisions of Masonic Law and Usage, and such 
amendments' to the Constitution and Regulations 
as may be referred to it. 

72. Grievances and Appeals .—It shall be the duty 
of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals to 
consider and report, with such recommendation as 
it may deem proper, upon all documents and! pa¬ 
pers' relating to any matter of complaint or griev¬ 
ance appertaining to Masonic discipline and all 
appeals from the decision of any Lodge, or the 
Master thereof, and upon all petitions for restora¬ 
tion which may be referred to it. The members of 
this Committee shall be in Masonic clothing when 
they proceed to the investigation of any appeal or 
complaint. 

73. Condition of Masonry.—It shall be the duty of 
the Committee on the Condition of Masonry to 
carefully examine all reports, returns, proceedings, 
correspondence, etc., referred 1 to it ; to consider all 
matters respecting the Craft at home, the doings 
and reports of the Officers of Grand Lodge, and 
the internal economy of the Grand Lodge and the 
Subordinate Lodges; to recommend for the rank 
of Right Worshipful Past District Deputy Grand 
Master such brethren as in its opinion, have faith¬ 
fully discharged their duties as District Deputy 
Grand Masters. 


74. Foreign Relations and Correspondence .—It shall 
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be the duty of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and Correspondence to examine all the printed or 
written proceedings or documents emanating from 
other Grand Lodges in correspondence with this 
Grand Lodge, and to report at each annual com¬ 
munication whatever it may deem of sufficient im¬ 
portance and interest to the craft. 

75. Finance .—It shall be the duty of the Commit¬ 
tee on Finance : 

ist. To examine into and report upon all matters 
touching the finances of the Grand Lodge, not 
otherwise provided for, and to it shall be referred 
all subjects involving an appropriation of its funds!; 
and 1 without such reference no such appropriation 
shall be made. 

2nd. To examine and compare, or cause to be 
examined and compared, the books, papers, vouch¬ 
ers and accounts , of the Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Secretary, and make separate detailed re¬ 
ports thereon, and submit the same to Grand 
Lodge before the close of the Annual Communica¬ 
tion, and also to report the financial condition of 
the Grand Lodge. 

3rd. To present before the close of each annual 
communication an estimate of the probable receipts 
and expenses of the current year (giving each class 
of expenditure under its proper head), and recom¬ 
mend such amounts aS may be necessary for the ex¬ 
pense of Grand Lodge. 

76. The books of the Grand Lodge shall be clos¬ 
ed on the thirty-first day of March in each year, 
and the accounts and balance sheet, together with 
a statement of the receipts and expenditures, and 
funds on hand, and of all property belonging to 
the Grand Lodge, shall be prepared and audited be¬ 
fore the Annual Communication of the Grand 
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Lodge by two auditors, members of the Grand 
Lodge, to be appointed 1 by the Grand Master. 

77. Benevolence .—It shall be the duty of the Com¬ 
mittee on Benevolence to examine and report on 
all claims made for assistance or relief, and to re¬ 
commend as to the disposal of the charitable fund 
of the Grand Lodge; to prepare a record of all 
benevolent and relief funds in thei jurisdiction, pro¬ 
vided by or under control of the Grand Lodge; 
and to submit an annual report thereon to Grand 
Lodge ; and further to consider all matters likely 
to promote and assist the cause of Masonic benevo¬ 
lence, and the relief of the poor and distressed. 

78. Charters and New Lodges .—It shall be the duty 
of the Committee on Charters and New Lodges to 
investigate all cases of forfeited Charters, and to 
examine the minute book and other records of 
Lodges under Dispensation. No petition for Char¬ 
ters shall be acted upon unless the work and pro¬ 
ceedings shall have been found by the Committee 
to be in accordance with the laws of the Grand 

9 79. Credentials and Reception .—It shall be the 
duty of the Committee on Credentials and Recep- 

ist. To cause the necessary preparations to be 
made for the Communications of the Grand Lodge, 
as well as for days of festivals, public ceremonies, 
etc. It shall also give orders for all the usual and 
ordinary articles which may be required for the 
Communications of the Grand Lodge, but no ex¬ 
traordinary expense of any kind shall be incurred, 
without the previous sanction of the Grand Lodge. 

2nd. To examine the credentials of all delegates 
to the Grand Lodge, and provide for the reception 
and accommodation of visitors; to report such re¬ 
commendations as it may deem proper for the 

m -0 
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efficient discharge of its duties ; to attend' within 
the porch of the Grand Lodge at the Annual Com¬ 
munications for the purpose of guarding, with the 
assistance of the Grand Pursuivant, against the 
admission of any other than those who are quali¬ 
fied; to see that they wear proper clothing and 
jewels, that they have signed their names to the 
accustomed papers, and are in all other respects! 
entitled to admission. 

80. In case of any charge or complaint affecting 
a member of a Committee or a Lodge to which he 
belongs, such member shall withdraw while the 
Committee considers! its decision. 

81. No recommendation, petition or representa¬ 
tion of any kind shall be received' by a Committee, 
unless it be in writing, and signed 1 by the person or 
persons addressing the Committee. 

82. All communications from Committees to the 
Grand Master, Grand Lodge, or other Committees, 
or to any Lodge Or brother, shall be made in writ¬ 
ing. 

83. No remuneration shall be given to any mem* 
ber of any Committee, except by special vote of 
the Grand' Lodge. 

84. If it be deemed necessary, the Grand Secretary 
shall attend, on request, any meeting of such 
Committee. 

*r 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 

85. The following Special Committees shall be 
appointed by the Grand Master at least ten days 
previous to each Annual Communication of the 
Girand Lodge 

m --® 
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1. On Grand’ Master’s Address. 

2. On Grandi Secretary’s Report. 

3. On the Grand Lodge Library. 

4. On the Fraternal Dead. 

86. Committee on Grand Master’s Address. — To 
this Committee shall be referred the Address of 
the Grand Master for comment and distribution. 

87. Committee on the Grand Secretaries Report .— 
To this Committee shall be referred the report of 
the Grand Secretary. 

88. Committee on Grand Lodge Library. — This 
Committee shall examine the report of the Grand 
Librarian and the condition of the library, and 
shall advance all necessary suggestions for the best 
interests and furtherance of the library. 

89. Other Special Committees may be appointed, 
and shall perform such duties asi may be assigned 
them by the Grand Master or Grand Lodge. 

BOARD OF GENERAL PURPOSES. 

MEMBERSHIP, DUTIES, ETC. 

90. The Board of General Purposes shall con¬ 
sist of the Grand Master, the Past Grand Masters, 
the Deputy Grand Master, who shall be, ex officio, 
President of the Board, the District Deputy Grand 
Masters, the Grand Treasurer and' the Grand Sec¬ 
retary. 

91. It shall be the duty of the Board to issue cer¬ 
tificates as required by the Act of Incorporation, 
passed by the Legislative Assembly of the Pro¬ 
vince of Manitoba, known as 47 Victoria, Cap. 61, 
entitled “An Act to Incorporate the Grand Lodge 
of Manitoba, Ancient Free and' Accepted Masons',” 

®- 
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and by an Ordinance passed by the Legislative 
Assembly of the Northwest Territories, known as 
No. 34 of 1895, entitled “Ani Ordinance respecting 
the Incorporation of Subordinate Lodges of the 
Grand Lodge of Manitoba, Ancient Free and Ac¬ 
cepted Masons.” 

92. Meetings of the Board may be held at any 
time by order of the Grand Master or the Presi¬ 
dent. 

93. Should the President die, or be removed, or 
leave the jurisdiction, the Board shall elect a Presi¬ 
dent to serve until the next Annual Communica¬ 
tion of Grand Lodge. 

94. Should the President be absent from a meet¬ 
ing of the Board, the Board shall appoint a Chair¬ 
man pro tempore. 

95. Five members shall constitute a quorum of 
the Board. 


FEES. 


96. The following shall be the fees payable to the 
Grand Lodge : 

For a Dispensation for a new Lodge, twenty-five 
dollars. 

For a Charter, thirty-five dollars. 

For a new Charter, in case of loss by fire or 
otherwise, properly certified as beyond the con¬ 
trol of the Lodge, ten dollars'. 

For a Dispensation to initiate a candidate under 
twenty-one years of age, thirty dollars. 

For a Dispensation to confer any degree in less 
time than one month, ten dollars. 

For a Dispensation to initiate a person from 
without the jurisdiction of the Lodge, five dollars. 
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For a Dispensation to attend Divine Service in 
Masonic clothing, one dollar. 

For a Dispensation for any other public proces¬ 
sion, five dollars. 

For a Dispensation to hold a special election or 
installation of officers or an officer of a Lodge, five 
dollars. 

For a Dispensation for any other purpose, not 
otherwise provided for, ten dollars. 

For a Grand Lodge Certificate, two dollars. 

For a Grand Lodge Certificate, to replace one 
lost or cancelled, one dollar. 

For a Past Master’s Certificate, one dollar. 

For a Life Member’s Certificate, one dollar. 

For every person initiated in a Lodge, two dol¬ 
lars registration fee. 

97. Each Lodge shall pay for every member 
thereof towards the fund for Grand' Lodge pur¬ 
poses and undertakings, fifty cents per annum. 

98. Each Lodge shall pay in all fees and dues 
half-yearly to the Grand Secretary with its return, 
viz. : within one week after June 24th and Decem¬ 
ber 27th of each year. 


CLOTHING AND INSIGNIA. 

99. No honorary or other jewel shall be worn in 
the Grand Lodge, or'any Subordinate Lodge,which 
shall not appertain to the degrees of craft Mason¬ 
ry. (Representatives of Foreign Grand Lodges 
may wear the regalia authorized by their Grand 
Lodge.) 

The following Masonic clothing and insignia 
shall be worn by the Craft :— 
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JEWELS, 

ioo. The Grand Master The compass extended! 45° 
with the segment of a circle 
at the points, and a gold 
plate included 1 , on which is 
to be represented an eye, 
irradiated within a triangle 
also irradiated. 

Past Grand Master ....A similar jewel without the 
goldl plate. 

Deputy Grand Master ...The compasses and square 
united, with a five pointed 
star in the centre. 

Past Deputy Grand 

Master .The compasses and square 

only. 

Grand Senior Warden. ..The level. 

Grand Junior Warden.. .The plumb. 

District Deputy Grand 

Master .The compasses and square 

united, with a five pointed 
star in the centre, the whole 
to be placed 1 within a cir¬ 
cle, on which the name of 
the district is to be en¬ 
graved. 

Past District Deputy 

Grand Master .The same omitting the five 

pointed star in the centre. 

Grand Treasurer .A chased key. 1 

Grand Secretary .Crossied' pens, with a tie. 

Grand Registrar .A scroll. 

Grand Chaplain .A book on a triangle. 
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Grand Deacons .Dove and olive branch. 

Grand Director of Cere¬ 
monies .. Cross-rods. 

Grand Organist .A lyre. 

Grand Pursuivant .Arms of the Grandi Lodge 

■with rod and 1 sword cross¬ 
ed. 

The jewels of the Grand Treasurer, Grand Secre¬ 
tary, Grand Registrar, Grand Chaplain, Grand Sen¬ 
ior Deacon, Grand Director of Ceremonies, Grand 
Organist and Grand Pursuivant are to be within a 
circle, with an embossed' wreath composed of a 
sprig of acacia and an ear of corn; and that of the 
Grand Junior Deacon to be similar to those of their 
senior and superior officers, the wreath on the band 
being omitted. 

The jewel of the Grand Steward of the Grand 
Lodge is a cornucopia'between the legs of a pair of 
compasses, extended Upon an irradiated gold plate, 
within a circle, on which is engraven,“Grand Lodge 
of Manitoba, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.” 

Grand Tyler .The sword in a circle on 

which is engraven “ The 
Grand Lodge of Manitoba, 
Grand Tyler.” 

All of the above jewels to be of gold or gilt. 
Master of Lodge .The square. 

Past Master .The square and the dia¬ 

gram of the 47th proposi¬ 
tion, 1st book of Euclid, 
engraven on a silver plate 
pendant within it. 
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Senior Warden .The level. 

Junior Warden .The plumb. 

Treasurer .The keys. 

Secretary . The cross pens. 

Chaplain .A book on a triangle. 

Deacons .The dove. 

Director of Ceremonies. .The cross rods. 

Organist .The lyre. 

Inner Guard .The cross swords. 

Stewards .The cornucopia. 

Tyler .The sword. 

All of the above jewels to be of silver. 


COLLARS. 


oi. Of the Grand Lodge. 

To be of garter-blue rib¬ 
bon, four inches broad 1 , and 
bound with gold lace. 


Of Lodges .To be sky blue ribbon four 

inches broad; if silver chain 
be used it must be placed 
over the blue ribbon. 


The Grand Stewards of the year to wear collars 
of crimson, four inches broad, bound with silver 
lace. 

All Past Grand Officers, except Past Grand Mas¬ 
ters (who are entitled to wear chains), to wear the 
collars of their late officers, but without the pen¬ 
dant jewel—a similar but smaller jewel, in enamel, 
being worn on the breast. 
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APRONS. 


102. The apro-n of the Grand Master is ornament¬ 
ed with the blazing sun embroidered in gold in the 
centre, on the edging the pomegranate and lotus, 
with the seven-eared wheat at each corner, and also 
on the flap; all in gold embroidery ; the fringe of 
gold bullion. 

The apron of the Deputy Grand Master to have 
the emblem 1 of his office in gold embroidery in the 
centre, and the pomegranate and the lotusi alter¬ 
nately embroidered in gold on the edging. 

The aprons of the District Deputy Grand Masters 
to have the emblem of their office in gold embroid¬ 
ery in the centre, and the acacia and seven-eared 
wheat embroidered on the edging, one on each side. 

Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge, 

Present and Past. .. .Aprons from fourteen to 


sixteen inches wide, twelve 
to fourteen inches deep, 
square at the bottom, lined 
with garter-blue, edging of 
the same color, three and a 
half inches, bound with 
gold and gold tassels, with 
the emblem of their office, 


in gold or blue, in the cen- 


Grand Stewards, Present 

and Past .Aprons of the same dimen¬ 


sions, lined with crimson 
edging of the same color, 
three and a half inches, 
bound with silver and silver 
tasnels. 
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The Masters and Past 

Masters of Lodge . .To 'wear in lieu and in place 
of the three rosettes on the 
Master’s apron, perpendic¬ 
ular lines upon horizontal 
lines, thereby forming three 
several sets of two right 
angles ; the length of the 
horizontal lines to be two 
and a half inches each, and 
of the perpendicular lines, 
one inch; these emblems to 
be half an inch broad. If 
Grand Officers, similar em¬ 
blems of garter-blue or 
gold. 

Entered Apprentice .A plain white lambskin of 

the same dimensions, with¬ 
out ornaments ; white 

Fellow Craft .A plain white lambskin si¬ 

milar to that of the Entered 
Apprentice, with the addi¬ 
tion only of two sky blue 
rosettes at the bottom. 

Master Mason .The same, with sky-blue 

lining and edging, one and 
a half inches deep, and an 
additional rosette on the 
fall or flap, and silver tas¬ 
sels. No other color or 
ornament shall be allowed 
except to Officers of 
Lodges,-who may have the 
emblems of their office in 
the centre of the apron. 

-- 
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Provided that Sections ioi and 102 shall not apply 
to Lodges that have adopted clothing and insignia, 
nor to Prince Rupert’s' Lodge, No. 1, which Lodge 
shall be permitted to adopt the clothing and insignia 
as prescribed in Sections 101 and 102, with the addi¬ 
tion of the name and number of the Lodge in a 
circle, with silver letters on a sky-blue ground, on 
the fall or flap of the apron instead of the usual 

103. In the Grand Lodge, and on all occasions 
where the Grand Officers appear in their official ca¬ 
pacities, they shall wear the following regalia : 

Grand Master .Chain with nine stars over 

blue collar, gauntlets and 
apron, all bound and em¬ 
broidered, and jewel. 

Deputy Grand Master .. Chain with seven stars 
over blue collar, gauntlets 
and apron, all bound and 
embroidered, and jewel. 

Grand Senior and Grand 

Junior Wardens ... Blue collar, gauntlets', ap¬ 
ron, all bound, and jewel. 

District Deputy Grand 

Master .Blue collar or chain with 

five stars, gauntlets and 
apron, all bound and em¬ 
broidered, and jewel. 

Grand Treasurer, Grand 
Secretary, Grand Re¬ 
gistrar and Grand 

Chaplain ..Blue collar, gauntlets, ap¬ 

ron, all bound, and jewel. 

All other Grand Officers.. Blue collar and apron, all 
bound, and jewel. 

® ---r® 
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MASONIC TRIALS. 

Regulations respecting trials for Masonic offenses 
and proceedings thereon. 

JURISDICTION*. 

104. For any offense against the by-laws of his 
Lodge a Mason must be tried by the Lodge to 
which he belongs. 

105. For any other Masonic offense, a Mason 
may be tried either by the Lodge to which he be¬ 
longs, or by the Lodge nearest his place of resi- 

106. A trial of either Lodge, followed by convic¬ 
tion or acquittal, shall be a bar to any other prose¬ 
cution for the same offense. 

107. All charges of unmasonic conduct shall be 
made in writing, with particulars specifying with 
reasonable certainty the particulars of the offense 
alleged, and the time and place of*.its commission, 
as near as may be practicable, and be signed by the 
accuser, who must be an affiliated Master Mason in 
good standing. 

108. All charges and particulars shall be filed with 
the secretary of the Lodge, who shall forthwith no¬ 
tify all the members of the Lodge that siuch charges 
have been received against a brother (but shall not 
state the name of the brother, or the nature of the 
charges), and that they will be read at the next re¬ 
gular meeting, which shall be held not less than 
eight days after the charges have been received; and 
at^such meeting the charges shall be read in open 

109. The trial of charges may proceed at any 
meeting appointed for the purpose, and continue 
until completed ; and in case the trial be not com- 
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pleted at one meeting it may be continued at any 
subsequent meeting to which the same may be post¬ 
poned. Notice of any postponement or adjourn¬ 
ment shall be given to all parties concerned. 

preliminary proceedings, notices, etc. 

i ip. When charges shall be presented and! read as 
provided above, the Lodge shall decide by a major¬ 
ity vote whether the charges shall be accepted and 
the accused brother be placed 1 on trial, or the 
charges be dismissed; when decided in the affirma¬ 
tive, the charges cannot be withdrawn, except for 
cause shown, and by the vote of two-thirds of the 
members present; such charges shall not be amend¬ 
ed except by a majority vote, of which proposed 
amendment the accused shall have due notice. 

hi. Immediately upon the acceptance of charges 
by a Lodge, the Master shall appoint the time and 
place of trial; and it shall be the duty of the Master 
to cause the accused to be served with a duly attest¬ 
ed copy of the charges and particulars, and' notice 
stating the time and place appointed for the trial 
thereof. Provided always, that the accused shall be 
entitled to reasonable time and opportunity to pre¬ 
pare his defence. 

112. If the accused shall neglect or refuse to at¬ 
tend in person, or by some brother authorized in 
writing to act as counsel, after notice has been duly 
served on him, or if notice cannot be served 1 on him 
personally by reason of his residence being unknown 
or beyond the limits of the District in which the 
Lodge is located, then a copy of such notice shall be 
sent to him by mail, registered, addressed 1 to him at 
his last known place of residence, or left at his last 
known place of residence, or with a grown-up mem¬ 
ber of his family; and upon proof that the notice has 
been sent to him, or left for him as above prescribed, 

®--$ 
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the Lodge at the time in such notice specified may 
proceed without his presence, and conduct the pro¬ 
ceedings to a final issue. Provided, that at least one 
regular meeting shall intervene between the time of 
mailing, sending or leaving such notice, and any ac¬ 
tion by the Lodge in pursuance thereof. In such 
cases the Lodge shall appoint a competent brother 
to act as counsel for, or representative of the ac- 

TRIAL, WITNESSES AND TESTIMONY. 

113. Witnesses in Masonic trials who are Masons, 
shall be mentally competent, and in good standing 
in the Fraternity, and may be affiliated or non-affili- 
ated brethren. 

114. Every Mason shall give bis testimony on his 
honor as a Mason. 

115. Witnesses! in.Masonic trials who are not Ma¬ 
sons shall be any person of sound mind, of such re¬ 
ligious belief as to feel the. obligations of an oath, 
and they shall solemnly pledge themselves to state 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
The evidence of such persons must be received with 
caution when disputed by the accused, and, in fact, 
should be admitted only when their evidence cannot 
be supplied byi a Mason, unless in cases requiring 
corroborative evidence. 

116. The evidence of both the accuser and 1 the ac¬ 
cused, if offered, shall be received in any Masonic 
trial. The status of a Mason under charges is not 
affected until after conviction. 

117. The testimony of witnesses, who are Masons, 
may be taken in open Lodge, or by a Special Com¬ 
mittee appointed by the Master. Witnesses who 
are not Masons, shall be examined only by a Com¬ 
mittee appointed for the purpose by the Master. In 
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either case, the accused and the accuser, in person 
or by a brother Mason as counsel or representative, 
shall be entitled to be present and propound such 
relevant questions as they may desire. 

118. The testimony of any witnesses, unable to at¬ 
tend the Lodge or a Committee may be taken by 
deposition before a properly authorized person, who 
must be a Mason authorized for the purpose, due 
notice of the time and place having first been given 
to all parties concerned. 

119. It shall be the duty of the accused and ac¬ 
cuser to secure the attendance of their respective 
witnesses who are not Masons ; and through the 
Master and Secretary of the Lodge they may, when 
necessary, summons for such purposes any resident 
Mason, whether he be a member of the Lodge or not. 

120. When testimony is taken in open Lodge, the 
Lodge shall be opened in the first degree ; but the 
decision as to guilt or innocence, and the question 
of punishment, shall be severally determined in and 
by a Lodge of Master Masons. 

121. The Master shall decide all questions arising 
as to the relevancy of the evidence and the regular¬ 
ity of the proceedings! ; and the Secretary, or other 
person appointed for that purpose by the Master, 
shall take down in writing all the evidence submit¬ 
ted by both the prosecution and defence and note all 
objections made by either party; and the rulings of 
the Mlaster and the record thereof shall be filed 
among the archives of the Lodge, and the main facts 
of the case shall be entered upon the Lodge records. 

122. At the conclusion of the evidence the accus¬ 
ed and the accuser m person, or their counsel or re¬ 
presentative. may, if they desire, address such rele¬ 
vant remarks to the Lodge upon the merits of the 

4 -& 
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case as may be deemed proper; after which the ac¬ 
cused and the accuser shall retire from the Lodge. 

Any member entitled to vote may express his views 
of the case, and of the law and the facts involved; 
and no member shall be permitted to withdraw from 
the Lodge until after final action, except for urgent 
cause, and the consent of two-thirds of the members 
present. 

123. When a Committee is appointed, as before 
mentioned, it shall consist of not less than three 
members of the Lodge, either of whom if objected 
to by either of the parties for cause to be fully ex¬ 
plained by the objecting party, may be removed by 
the Master and another appointed. 

124. Every such Committee shall convene and se¬ 
lect from their number a chairman and secretary; 
and when so organized shall have power, through' 
the Master and Secretary of the Lodge, to summon 
before them the accused and the accuser, with their 
respective witnesses 1 . 

125. The proceedings of such Committee shall be 
governed by the foregoing provisions so far as ap¬ 
plicable. The duties of the Master and Secretary 
of the Lodge above prescribed shall apply to and 
may be discharged by the chairman and secretary of 
the Committee. 

126. The Committee may sit whenever and as 1 of¬ 
ten as it may deem best for the interest of Masonry 
and the full investigation of the complaints before 
them ; Provided, that every trial begun shall be pro¬ 
secuted with as much despatch as the law governing 
the same, and full justice to the accused and accuser 
will permit. 

127. When the Committee have concluded their 
labors they shall report their proceedings and all 

^ ----- ® 
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the evidence to the Lodge; and upon retirement of 
the accused and accuser any member of the Lodge 
present may express his views of the case; and any 
portion or the whole of the evidence shall be read, as 
he may require to enable him to come to a decision. 

128. A brother against whom charges have been 
preferred, may deny or admit any portion or the 
whole of the charges and specifications. 

129. In case an accused brother shall plead guilty, 
such plea shall be accepted as evidence, and shall 
render the taking of further proof unnecessary; but 
such plea shall not excuse the Lodge from voting 
upon the question of guilt or innocence. 

130. No visitor shall attend the Lodge or Com¬ 
mittee for any purpose other than giving testimony 
during any proceedings of a Masonic trial, unless 
permission be granted by the Master, or by the 
Lodge, or by a Committee, when the proceedings 
are before a Committee. 

JUDGMENT. 

131. Upon conclusion of a trial, the question of 
“guilty” or “not guilty” shall be immediately and 
distinctly put by the Master, upon each charge in 
its order, which shall be voted upon separately, and 
every member present shall be required to vote by 
ballot, and it shall require a vote of a majority to 
sustain any charge. 

132. If any charge shall be sustained, the accused 
shall then and there be declared guilty, and the 
Master shall put the question as to whether the ac¬ 
cused shall be suspended indefinitely, suspended for 
a definite time, or reprimanded'. Each of these ques¬ 
tions! shall be put separately, in the above order, if 
necessary, and shall be decided by a majority of the 
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members present; and every member present shall 
be required to vote by ballot. The Lodge may also, 
by a, like ballot, recommend to the Grand Lodge 
that the offender be expelled. 

133. When any Mason after due trial shall be 
found guilty of unmasionic conduct, punishment 
shall- follow, which shall be proportionate to the of¬ 
fense. 

134. When any Mason shall have been suspended 
by a Lodge, he shall be notified of such action by 
the Secretary, who shall also immediately report the 
same to the Grand Secretary. When any brother 
shall have been acquitted, he shall be notified 1 of the 
same by the Master in open Lodge, as well as by 
the Secretary in writing. 

PUNISHMENT. 

135. The Masonic punishment which shall be in¬ 
flicted by chartered Lodges for unmasonic conduct, 
after due trial and conviction, shall be in the dis¬ 
cretion of the Lodge, either indefinite suspension, 
definite suspension or reprimand. 

136. Suspension for any offense subjects an of¬ 
fender, during such suspension, to an absolute de¬ 
privation of all the rights, privileges and benefits of 
Masonry to the offender and his family. 

137. Suspension shall require the vote of a major¬ 
ity of the members present, and the penalty and the 
period of suspension may be voted upon together 
or separately. Provided, that no definite suspension 
shall be voted for a longer time than three years nor 
for a less time than three months. 


138. Reprimand shall be the least Masonic punish¬ 
ment. and shall only be inflicted after due trial and 
conviction, and when voted by a majority of the 
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members present; and reprimand s'hall be adminis¬ 
tered in open Lodge by the Master. 

APPEALS. 

139. Any Mason who has been subjected to any 
of the foregoing proceedings of a Lodge, or against 
whom charges have been presented, or hisi accuser, 
or any member of the Lodge, has the right to ap¬ 
peal from any verdict or sentence, therein in his case 
rendered or adjudged, and from any vote or decision 
of a Lodge upon the subject of any charge, and' 
such appeal may be made to the Grand Master or to 
the Grand Lodge. 

140. All appeals from any such verdict or sen¬ 
tence of a Lodge shall be made in writing, and con¬ 
tain a statement of the case, the exceptions taken to 
the decision of a Lodge appealed from, and 1 the 
grounds upon which they are based. The appeal 
shall be filed with the Grand Secretary thirty days 
prior to the next succeeding Annual Communica¬ 
tion of the Grand Lodge, if possible. 

141. The appellant shall give the Lodge appealed 
from notice of his intention within twenty-one days 
after receiving notice of its action or decision; and 
the Secretary of such Lodge, under the direction of 
the Master, shall, at least ten dhys before the An¬ 
nual Communication of the Grand Lodge, produce 
to the Grand Secretary, and also give to the appel¬ 
lant. and to any brother affected by the decision ap¬ 
pealed from, if demanded, a certified copy of all the 
charges, papers, proceedings and evidence in the 
case. Provided, the terms herein specified shall inter¬ 
vene between such. decisions and the Annual Com¬ 
munication aforesaid; if not, then such time shall ap¬ 
ply to the next succeeding Annual Communication 
of the Grand' Lodge, or may b’e disposed 1 of bv the 
Grand Master during recess of the Grand Lodge, 
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142. Whenever an appeal shall be taken from any 
Lodge, the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge may, 
upon investigation)— 

1st. Dismiss the appeal, approve the proceedings, 
or affirm the decision appealed from ; or 

2nd. Modify or change a decision, or sentence, or 
inflict penalty where the constituent Lodge has 
failed to do so ; or 

3rd Set aside the proceedings of the Lodge for 
informality, and remand the case for further pro¬ 
ceedings ; or 

4th. Give such directions as may seem reasonable 
and proper. 

143. An appeal may also be taken to the District 
Deputy Grand Master of the district, for any irre¬ 
gularity in the trial, or any infringement of the 
rights of the accused, but not on questions of fact. 

144. On such appeal the District Deputy Grand 
Master may either dismiss the appeal or set aside 
the proceedings, and 1 order a mew trial. 

145. In all cases of appeal, the Grand Master or 
the Grand Lodge may authorize the District De¬ 
puty Grand Master to investigate the case and re¬ 
port, with his opinion thereon. 

146. The District Deputy Grand Master may hear 
and determine any subject of Masonic complaint 
on being specially authorized to d)o so by the Grand 
Lodge. 


147. The decision or sentence of the District De¬ 
puty Grand Master shall in all cases be subject to 
appeal to the- Grand Master. 
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148. Whenever the Grand Lodge, or the Grand 
Master or District Deputy Grand Master, on a re¬ 
view of trial or other proceedings of a Lodge, re¬ 
sulting in the suspension of a Mason, shall reverse 
or annul the judgment of said proceedings, or 
shall order a new trial, the accused shall be thereby 
restored to all his rights, privileges and member¬ 
ship. When a case is remanded for a new trial, no 
amendment shall be made to the original charges, 
unless the accused have due and timely notice 
thereof. 

149. Every Lodge shall communicate to the 
Grand Secretary and to the District Deputy Grand 
Master of the District in which the Lodge is situ¬ 
ated, all suspensions as they may severally occur. 

150. It is provided that as the Grand Lodge, when 
congregated, is a representative of every individual 
member in the Fraternity, it necessarily possesses 
a supreme superintending authority, and the power 
of finally deciding on every case which concerns 
the interest of the Craft. Any Lodge, or brother, 
therefore, who may be aggrieved by the decision of 
any other Masonic authority or jurisdiction may 
appeal to the Grand Lodge against such decision. 

The appeal must be made in writing, specifying the 
particular grievance complained of, and be trans¬ 
mitted to the Grand Secretary. A notice and copy 
of the appeal must also be sent by the appellant to 
the party against whose decision the appeal is 
made. 

RESTRICTIONS AND RE-INSTATEMENTS. 

151. A suspended Mason may be restored by the 

Grand Lodge or by the Lodge which suspended 
him. . 1 

152. A suspended Mason (unless suspended for 
non-payment of dues!) seeking restoration, shall 
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petition the Lodge by which he was suspended for 
his restoration. The petition shall be received 1 at a 
regular meeting of a Lodge, and shall lie over 
until the next regular meeting thereafter, before 
final action thereon. 

153. The Secretary of the Lodge shall notify all 
members of the Lodge of such petition, at least one 
week before the meeting at which the question of 
restoration is to be voted 1 upon. 

154. The vote on the restoration shall be by bal¬ 
lot ; and it shall require a majority of two-thirds of 
the members present for its adoption. 

155. If the Lodge has ceased to exist, the petition 
may be made direct to Grand Lodge. 

156. Definite suspension shall expire by limita¬ 
tion ; and any member so suspended shall ble en¬ 
titled to resume membership, and all the rights and 
privileges thereof, at the expiration of the time de¬ 
fined in his sentence, without vote or other action 
on the part of the Lodge. 

IS7- In all cases of restoration by the Grand 
Lodge, the restored brother resumes the status of 
non-affiliated brother. 

158. In all cases of restoration by a private 
Lodge, the brother is restored to all his Masonic 
rights and privileges, including membership in his 
Lodge. 

MASTERS AND LODGES. 

159. A Worshipful Master may be tried by his 
Lodge after the expiration of his official term, for 
any unmasonic conduct (except for official miscon¬ 
duct, or a violation of his official obligations). All 
complaints for official misconduct shall be made to 
the proper authority during the official term of the 
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offender, or within four weeks after the close of 
such term, otherwise he shall not be tried therefor. 

160. When a controversy shall arise between 
Lodges or between a Lodge and its Master, or 
charges be preferred, or an informal complaint be 
made, the same may be filed with the Grand 1 Secre¬ 
tary, who shall forward the same to the Grand 
Master ; if the matter he deemed by him of a suf¬ 
ficiently grave character to warrant investigation, 
he may proceed in person, or appoint a commis¬ 
sion of not more than seven and not less than three 
Masters, or Past Masters, with, if consistent, the 
District Deputy Grand Master as Chairman, to in¬ 
vestigate such charges or complaint ; such commis¬ 
sion shall have authority to summon witnesses and 
shall have such other powers as may be specially 
delegated to them by the Grand Master ; and siuch 
commission shall make such report and give such 
opinion to the Grand Master, as will enable him to 
make a final decision. 

161. When the Master or other officer of a Lodge 
shall be deposed from office only, he shall not there¬ 
by be deprived of any of the rights or privileges of 
membership. 

SUSPENSION FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES. 

162. A Lodge shall have power to enact By-Laws 
requiring and regulating the payment of Lodge 
dues and providing a penalty for non-payment 
thereof, which penalty shall be suspension ; but 
such penalty shall not be inflicted 1 except for the 
non-payment of at least one year’s dues, nor until 
the brother shall have been duly summoned one 
month previous, to pay said dues. 

163. In case no provision hasi been made in the 
By-laws of a Lodge for notice to, and procedure 
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against a member for non-payment of dues, the 
following procedure shall be adopted : “In case the 
dues of a member remain unpaid for twelve months 
after the expiration of the Masonic year in which 
the same became due, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Lodge to read out the name of 
such, member in default, after which a special sum¬ 
mons to appear at the next regular meeting of the 
Lodge, to show cause why he should 1 not be suspen¬ 
ded, together with a statement of the amount of 
dues remaining unpaid shall be sent to such mem¬ 
ber ; such summons shall be deemed duly served 
if mailed to him, registered, or delivered to the'last 
known address of such member. Should the bro¬ 
ther in default fail to appear at the appointed time, 
or appearing, fail to pay his dues or fail to give the 
Lodge a satisfactory reason for his delinquency, 
and procure to be granted by a vote of the Lodge 
a further specified time for such payment, then the 
Worshipful Master shall formally declare him sus¬ 
pended from the privileges of Masonry; but pay¬ 
ment of dues at the appointed time, or such other 
specified time shall discontinue further proceedings. 

164. When a Mason is suspended for non-pay¬ 
ment of dues in this or any other jurisdiction, he is 
during such suspension deprived of all the privi¬ 
leges of Masonry in this jurisdiction. 

165. If within one year from the date of suspen¬ 
sion 1 the delinquent brother shall pay the amount 
due at the date of suspension, the Master shall, 
without a vote of the Lodge, declare him reinstated, 
which fact shall be entered on the records and en¬ 
title him to full membership in the Lodge. 

166. If such payment is not made within one year 
from the date of suspension he can only be rein¬ 
stated by a majority vote of the Lodge upon a pe¬ 
tition therefor. The petition' must be presented at 
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a regular meeting of the Lodge, and must not be 
acted upon before the next regular meeting there¬ 
after, notice of such petition having been inserted 
in the notice calling such meeting. On petition 
there need be no recommendation' nor committee of 
investigation appointed. 

167. If such dues are paid with a view to restora¬ 
tion and restoration is refused by a vote of the 
Lodge, the money so paid shall be refunded. 

168. If at any time a petition, for restoration is 
presented to the Lodge accompanied by an appli¬ 
cation for a dimit the petitioner shall be restored 
without a vote and a dimit granted upon such peti¬ 
tion for restoration. 

169. All petitions for restoration must be accom¬ 
panied by amount of dues in arrears at date of sus¬ 
pension, or such other sum as the Lodge may by 
resolution decide to accept. 

170. A Mason under suspension is not entitled to' 
receive Masonic charity or Masonic burial. 

171. No Lodge or Grand Lodge dues shall accrue 
against a Mason during his term of suspension. 


LODGES. 

COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION. 

172. The precedency of Lodges is derived from 
the number of their Charter, as recorded in the 
books of the Grand Lodge. No Lodge shall be 
acknowledged, nor any of its officers admitted into 
the Grand Lodge, nor any of its members entitled 
to partake of the general charity or other Masonic 
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privilege, unless it has been regularly constituted 
and registered on the register of the Grand Lodge 
of Manitoba. 

173. The officers of a Lodge are the Master and 
his two Wardens, two Deacons and 1 Tyler; to 
which for the better • regulation of the private con¬ 
cerns of the Lodge, are to be added a Treasurer 
and Secretary. A Chaplain, Director of Ceremonies, 
Organist, Inner Guard and Stewards may also be 
added, and shall hold office until their successors 
shall have been regularly elected or appointed. 

POWERS. 

174. The powers and duties of a Lodge are such 
as are prescribed in its dispensation or charter, by 
the constitution or regulations of the Grand Lodge, 
and by the general regulations of Masonry ; and 
they are defined as follows : 

1st. Executive —In the direction and performance 
of its work, as prescribed by the Grand Lodge, 
under the control of the Master ; and in all other 
matters, in aid of the Master, who is the primary 
executive authority of the Lodge. 

2nd. Legislative —-Including all matters of legisla¬ 
tion, relative to its internal concerns, which shall 
not be in violation of the general regulations of 
Masonry, the Constitution or regulations of the 
Grand Lodge, or its own particular by-laws. 

3rd. Judicial —Embracing the exercise of discip¬ 
line over its own members (except the Master) and 
all other Masons within its jurisdiction, and the 
settlement of controversies between them ; subject 
always to a revision by the Grand Lodge on appeal. 

175. Every Lodge has the power of framing by¬ 
laws for its own government, provided they are not 
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contrary to or inconsistent with the Constitution 
and general regulations of the Grand Lodge. The 
by-laws must be submitted for the approval of the 
Grand Master, and, when approved, a fair copy 
must be sent to the Grand Secretary ; and, when 
any alteration shall be made, such alteration must 
in like manner be submitted 1 ; and no law or altera¬ 
tion shall be valid until so submitted and approved. 

176. If any brother behave in such manner as to 
disturb the harmony of the Lodge, and be twice 
formally admonished by the Master, and persist in 
his irregular conduct, he shall be punished accord¬ 
ing to the by-lawsi of that particular Lodge, or the 
case may be reported to higher Masonic authority. 

177. The by-laws of the Lodge shall be fairly 
written or printed in a book, and shall be delivered 
)to the Master on the day of his installation, when 
he shall solemnly pledge himself to observe and 
enforce them during his mastership. Every brother 
shall also sign them when be becomes a member of 
the Lodge, as a declaration of his submission to 
them ; and every member shall, at all reasonable 
times, have access to such by-laws, which should be 
printed for the use of the Lodge and delivered 1 to 
the members. 

178. The Master of every Lodge is to cause the 
ancient charges and regulations of the Grand Lodge 
relating to private Lodges, and 1 the by-laws of his 
Lodge, to be read in open Lodge once every year. 

179. Every Lodge shall keep a book, in which the 
members attending at each meeting shall sign their 
names before entering the Lodge, and a similar book 
or a portion of the same book for visitors, who 
are in like manner to enter their names, Masonic 
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rank and the name of their mother Lodge, or the 
Lodge from which they hail. 

180. All minutes, lists and books of account, be¬ 
longing to a Lodge, must be produced by the Mas¬ 
ter, when he shall be so required by competent 
authority. 

181. Each Lodge shall provide the several books 
required to be kept by the Secretary, which shall 
be prepared in accordance with forms to be pro- 

182. Returns —1st. Each Lodge shall make re¬ 
turns semi-annually to the Grand Secretary, on the 
blanks furnished by him, according to the instruc¬ 
tions accompanying the same. 

2nd. Returns shall include a list of officers, an al¬ 
phabetical list of Past Masters, Master Masons, 
Fellow-Crafts, and Entered Apprentices, and all 
work done during the previous half-year, with the 
changes in membership. 

3rd. Duplicate returns (written in ink ) shall be 
•made, one copy to be retained and preserved by 
the Secretary of the Lodge, and the other copy, 
together with all fees, dues and other indebtedness 
to Grand Lodge, to be forwarded to the Grand 
Secretary on or before January 15th and July 15th 
in each year. 

4th. A fine of five dollars shall be imposed upon 
every Lodge in the Province of Manitoba and the 
Districts of Assiniboia, Alberta and Saskatchewan, 
the returns of which shall not have been mailed to 
the Grand Secretary’s Office on or before February 
1st and August 1st in each year. 

183. Every Lodge shall have all official communi¬ 
cations from the Grand Master or Grand Secretary, 
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under the seal of the Grand Lodge, read’ jn open 
Lodge at the regular meeting following their re¬ 
ceipt, which communication shall be noted in the' 
minutes of the Lodge. 

I&t. Each Lodge may by its by-laws provide that 
a member one year in arrears of dues shall have no 
right to vote or hold office in it. 

185. All Lodges are particularly bound to observe 
the same usages and customs ; every deviation, 

. therefore, from the established mode of working is 
highly improper, and cannot be justified or counte¬ 
nanced. In order to preserve this uniformity, and 
to cultivate a good understanding among Free¬ 
masons, some members of every Lodge should be 
deputed to visit the other Lodges as often as may 
be convenient. 

186. As no person is regularly entitled to partake 
of the general charity, unless his name be duly re¬ 
gistered, every Lodge must therefore be particular¬ 
ly careful to register the names of the brethren 
initiated therein and also to make a return of its 
members. 

187. To prevent injury to individuals, by their 
being excluded the privileges of Masonry, through 
the neglect of their Lodges in not registering their 
names, any brother so circumstanced, on producing 
sufficient proof that he has paid the full fees of his 
Lodge, shall be capable of enjoying the full privi¬ 
leges of the Craft. But the offending Lodge shall 
be reported to the Grand Lodge, and rigorously 
proceeded against for neglecting to make proper 
return, and detaining moneys which are the proper¬ 
ty of the Grand Lod^e, and which had been paid 
to the Lodge for specific appropriation. 

188. No jewels other than those specified for the 
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present or past officers of Lodges, or for the pre¬ 
sent or past officers of the Grand Lodge, except 
such honorary and other jewels as shall appertain 
to or be consistent with the degrees of Craft Ma¬ 
sonry, shall be worn in a subordinate Lodge when 
tyled. 

189. No Lodge shall recognize any body, pur¬ 
porting to be a Masonic Lodge, which shall be 
held within the jurisdiction of any Grand Lodge, 
without authority from such Grand' Lodge ; nor 
shall any Lodge, or any member thereof, adtait or • 
hold any Masonic intercourse with a member of 
any such body. 

190. No Lodge shall recognize as a Mason any 
person who, being at the time a resident of this 
province, has received, or claims to have received 
the degrees of Masonry from any source beyond 
the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, without the 
proper permission, until the Lodge nearest his 
place of residence shall have received him as a 
member. The proper permission, above mentioned, 
may only be given by the Lodge nearest his place 
of residence, and in the manner necessary for an 
election to receive the degrees. 

191. No Lodge or officer, or member of a Lodge, 
shall, under any circumstances, give a certificate of 
recommendation, to enable a Mason to proceed 
from Lodge to Lodge as a pauper, or in an itiner¬ 
ant manner to apply to Lodges for relief. 

MEETINGS. 

192. The regular days of meeting of the Lodge 
shall be specified in its by-laws. 

193. A Lodge of emergency may, at any time, be 
called, giving seven clear days’ notice, by the 
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authority of the Master, or, in his absence, of 
the Senior Warden, or, in his absence, of the 
Junior Warden, but on no pretence without such 
authority. A Lodge of emergency, for the purpose 
of attending the funeral of a deceased 1 brother, may 
be called at any time without the ordinary seven 
days’ notice, by the Worshipful Master, or, in his 
absence, by the Senior Warden, or, in his absence, 
by the Junior Warden, but not without such au¬ 
thority. The particular reason for calling the Lodge 
of Emergency shall be expressed in the notice, 
and afterwards recorded in the minute book, and no 
business but that so expressed shall be entered 
upon at such meeting. No Lodge has the power 
of adjourning from day to day. 

194. No Lodge shall remove itsi place of meeting 
from that named in its dispensation or charter, 
unless notice shall have been given at a regular 
meeting that a resolution of siuch removal will 
be offered at the next succeeding one, nor unless 
such resolution shall have been adopted by the 
votes of at least two-thirds of the members present 
at such succeeding regular meeting ; nor shall such 
removal then take place until the action of the 
Lodge shall have been approved by the Grand 
Lodge, Grand Master, or (if from one place to 
another within his district), the District Deputy 
Grand Master. 

195. All the business of the Lodge must be con¬ 
ducted in the third 1 degree. 

ELECTION, APPOINTMENT AND INSTALLATION OF 
OFFICERS. 

196. The Master, Wardens, Treasurer and Secre¬ 
tary of each Lodge shall be elected annually, by 
ballot, at the regular meeting next preceding the 
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anniversary of St. John the Evangelist or St. John 
the Baptist; and a majority of the votes of the 
members prestent shall be necessary to elect. They 
shall be installed on the anniversary of St. John the 
Evangelist or St. John the Baptist, or at any other 
time by dispensation of the Grand Master, and shall 
hold their respective offices until their successors 
shall have been duly elected and installed. 

197. In case any Lodge shall fail to hold such 
election at the time above named, upon good cause 
being shown therefor the Grand Master may issue 
a dispensation to hold such election at another 
time; and in case a vacancy shall at any time occur 
in either of the offices of Master or Warden in any 
Lodge, upon the proper representation of the neces¬ 
sity therefor, the Grand Master may issue a dispen¬ 
sation for an election to fill such vacancy. But, in 
either of these cases, such dispensation shall be 
issued only on the application of the Lodge, setting 
forth the reasons therefor, to be approved by two- 
thirds of the members present at a regular meeting, 
and to be properly certified 1 by the Secretary ; and 
of the special election which may thus be ordered, 
the members shall have due notice. 

198. Every member in good standing shall be eli¬ 
gible to any office in the Lodge, except that of 
Master, for which only a brother who has been duly 
elected and installed 1 as Warden of a Lodge shall 
be eligible, except by dispensation of the Grand 
Master ; provided that a brother who has not ser¬ 
ved as Warden may be nominated as Worshipful 
Master of a Lodge under dispensation. 

199. The Deacons and such other subordinate 
officers as the by-laws of each Lodge may desig¬ 
nate, shall be appointed by the Master after his in¬ 
stallation ; and the officers! so appointed shall be 
properly invested as soon as practicable after their 
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appointment. The Tyler shall be elected at the an¬ 
nual meeting by open vote. 

200. No brother can hold two or more offices in 
the same Lodge at one and the same time. 

201. All preferment among Masons shall be 
grounded upon real worth and personal merit only ; 
therefore no brother shall be elected Master of a 
Lodge, or appointed to any office therein merely 
on account of seniority or rank. No Master elect 
shall assume the Master’s chair until he shall have 
been regularly installed. It is necessary, previous 
to the installation of the Master, that his election 
be confirmed ; after which the usual ceremonies! of 
installation are to be performed. Should the elec¬ 
tion of a Master not be confirmed, then a summons 
must be issued for the following regular meeting 
of the Lodge, setting forth that the brethren are 
again to proceed to elect a Master ; and on the 
confirmation of that election, at the following regu¬ 
lar meeting of the Lodge, the installation of the 
Master will follow. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE MASTER. 

202. The Master is responsible that a book, or 
books, be kept, in which the Secretary shall enter 
the Christian names in full, and surnames of the 
members of the Lodge and of all persons initiated 
or admitted therein, with the dates of their admis¬ 
sion or initiation, passing and raising ; their ages, 
as nearly as possible, at that time, and their title, 
profession, or trade ; and also dates of death, 
suspensions, withdrawals and restorations; together 
with such transactions of the Lodge as are proper 
to be written. 

203. Every Master, before being placed in the 
chair, shall solemnly pledge himself to observe all 



CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE. 


the old-established usages and customs, and to pre¬ 
serve the land-marks of the Craft, and most strictly 
to enforce them within his own Lodge and give 
evidence of his proficiency. 

204. The Master- of a Lodge is enjoined to visit 
other Lodges as often as he conveniently can, in 
order that the same usages and customs may bfe 
observed throughout the craft, and a good under¬ 
standing be thereby cultivated among Freemasons. 

205. The Master is responsible for the due obser¬ 
vance of the laws relating to private Lodges, and 
is bound to produce all books, minutes and ac¬ 
counts, when required by any lawful authority. 

206. The Master shall have power— 

1st. To congregate his Lodge whenever he shall 
deem it proper. 

2nd. To issue, or cause to be issued, all sum¬ 
monses or notices which may he required. 

3rd. To discharge all the executive functions of 
his Lodge. 

4th. To perform all such other acts, by ancient 
usages proper to his office, as shall not be in con¬ 
travention of any provision of the Constitution or 
regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

207. It shall be! his duty— 

1st. To preside at all meetings of hisi Lodge. 

2nd. To confer all degrees in strict accordance 
with the ritual which has been, or may hereafter 
be, ordained by the Grand Lodge. 


3rd. To give the lectures appertaining to each 
degree, at the time it is conferred, in accordance 
with such ritual. 
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4th. To examine the record 1 of proceedings at 
each meeting of his lodge, when fairly transcribed 
by the Secretary, and if found correct, subscribe 
his approval thereof. 

5th. To superintend the official acts of all the 
officers of his Lodge, and see that their respective 
duties are properly discharged. 

6th. To carefully guard against any infraction, 
by the members of his Lodge, of its own by-laws, 
of the Constitution or regulations of the Grand 
Lodge, or the general regulations of Masonry. 

7th. To see that the proper officers collect and 
truly keep the moneys of the Lodge; to see that the 
furniture and other valuables are not wasted, dam¬ 
aged or lost ; and in the event that the Charter of 
the Lodge should ever be forfeited or surrendered, 
to preserve these things, subject to the order of the 
Grand Lodge. 

208. A Past Master of any other Lodge may be 
invited to officiate as Master, and may confer de¬ 
grees or perform any other ceremony. 

209. In all cases of a tie vote, by ballot, or other¬ 
wise, the Master, in addition to his proper vote, 
may have the casting vote. 

210. For the neglect or violation of any duty 
imposed by this Constitution upon the Master of a 
Lodge, he shall be subject to deprivation of office, 
suspension or expulsion. 

211. The Master of every Lodge, when summon¬ 
ed so to do, shall attend the Grand Master, the 
Deputy Grand Master, the District Deputy Grand 
Master within whose jurisdiction the Lodge is lo¬ 
cated, the Grand Lodge or any committee or bro¬ 
ther authorized by the Grand Master or Grand 




® - - ffi 

82 CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE. 

Lodge ; and produce the Charter, minutes and 
books of the Lodge, under penalty of suspension, 
which shall be reported to the next meeting of the 
Grand Lodge. 

212. Any officer of a Lodge, except the Master, 
can be removed from office for a cause which ap¬ 
pears to the Lodge to be sufficient ; if the Master, 
however, be dissatisfied with the conduct of any 
of his officers, he may lay the cause of complaint 
before the Lodge ; and if it shall appear to the 
majority of the brethren present that the complaint 
is well founded, he shall have power to displace 
such officer, and in either case another must be 
elected or appointed in his place. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF WARDENS. 

213. It shall be the duty of the Wardens to assist 
the Master in the performance of his duties, and 
to discharge all those duties which ancient usage 
has assigned to their respective, stations. 

214. In the absence of the Master, the Senior 
Warden (and in his absence also, the Junior War¬ 
den) shall succeed to and be charged with all the 
powers and duties of the Master, except conferring 

215. If the Master should die, be removed, or be 
incapable of discharging the duties of his office, the 
Senior Warden, and in the absence of the Senior 
Warden, the Junior Warden, shall act as Mlaster 
in summoning the Lodge until the next election of 
officers. 

216. The Wardens of a Lodge are enjoined to 
visit other Lodges as often as they conveniently 
can, in order that the same usages and customs 
may be observed throughout the craft, and a good . 
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understanding be thereby cultivated among Free¬ 
masons. 

217. The Wardens of every Lodge, when sum¬ 
moned so to do, shall attend 1 the Grand Master, the 
Deputy Grand Master, the District Deputy Grand 
Master, within whose jurisdiction the Lodlge is 
located, the Grand Lodge, or any committee 
or brother authorized by the Grand' Master or 
Grand Lodge ; and produce the Charter, minutes 
and books of the Lodge, under penalty of suspen¬ 
sion, which shall be reported to the next meeting 
of the Grand Lodge. 

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER. 

218. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer— 

1st. To receive and safely keep all moneys or 
property of every kind which shall be placed in his 
hands by order of the Lodge. 

2nd. To disburse or transfer the same, or any 
part thereof, upon the order of the Master, duly at¬ 
tested by the Secretary. 

3rd. To keep a book or books wherein a correct 
account of his receipts and disbursements shall be 
exhibited. 

4th. To present a statement of the finances of 
the Lodge whenever required, and submit a yearly 
report at the annual meeting. 

5th. To perform such other duties, appertaining 
to his office, as the by-laws may require or the 
Lodge may at any time direct. 

DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY. 


219. It shall be the duty of the Secretary— 

1st. To record all the proceedings at each meet’ 
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ing, which it is proper should be written, under 
the direction of the Master, in a rough minute 
book to be kept for that purpose ; and to submit 
such record, or a synopsis of such record, to the 
Lodge at that meeting for approval or correction. 

2nd. To transcribe, in accordance with the form 
in this Constitution, such proceedings from the 
rough minute book to the minute book, after they 
shall thus have been approved or corrected ; and 
when thus transcribed and confirmed, at the next 
regular meeting, present them to the Master^ for 
his approval and signature. 

3rd. To prepare and 1 transmit a copy of such re¬ 
cord, or of any part thereof, to the Grand Lodge, 
or Grand Secretary, when required. 

4th. To collect and receive all moneys due to 
the Lodge, and pay them over without delay to the 
Treasurer. 

5th. To keep the seal of the Lodge, and to affix 
the same, with, his attestation, to . all papers issued 
under its authority or in obedience to the require¬ 
ments of the Constitution and regulations of the 
Grand Lodge. 

6th. To transmit to the Grand 1 Secretary, imme¬ 
diately after each election and installation in the 
Lodge, a certificate thereof in the form prescribed. 

7th. To transmit to the Grand Secretary the semi¬ 
annual report required in such form as shall be 
provided. 

8th. To report to the Grand Secretary, imme¬ 
diately after their occurrence, all rejections, suspen¬ 
sions, and 1 restorations, in the forms provided. 

9th. To transmit copies of all Lodge notices and 
summonses to the Grand 1 Master, District Deputy 




CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE. 85 


Grand Master (in whose district the Lodge is loca¬ 
ted) and the Grand Secretary. 

loth. To notify all sister Lodges in the district 
of the rejection of all candidates for initiation 1 and 
affiliation in accordance with sections number 242 
and 257. 

220. He shall keep the following books of the 
Lodge, in such forms as may be provided— 

1st. A minute book, in which he shall record all 
the 1 transactions of the Lodge proper to be written, 
in accordance with form in this Constitution, after 
the same shall have been approved as required by 
section 219, sub-section 2. 

2nd. A book of by-laws, for the signature of the 
members in the order of their admission, in which 
he shall see that each member at once signs his 
name in full. 

3rd. A register, in which he shall record the full 
name or names of all belonging to the Lodge ; the 
dates of their initiation, passing, raising or affilia¬ 
tion ; the name, number and location of the Lodges 
of which those affiliated were last previously mem¬ 
bers ; the age and occupation of each when re¬ 
ceived; and the dates of their withdrawal, expul¬ 
sion, suspension, death, or restoration. 

4th. A black book, in which he shall record the 
full name or names of those rejected, expelled, sus¬ 
pended or restored by any of the Lodges, so far 
as he shall receive the proper notice thereof. 

5th. An attendance register, to be kept in the 
Tyler’s room, in which all members and visitors 
shall record their names and the names, numbers, 
and locations of their respective Lodges, before en¬ 
tering the Lodge. 

$--- ® 
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221. He shall also keep such account books as 
may be necessary to present clearly the account of 
each member with the Lodge, the receipts of the 
Secretary, and his payments to the Treasurer ; and 
shall preserve the book of Constitution and regu¬ 
lations of the Grand Lodge, which may from time 
to time be published, with all the printed 1 proceed¬ 
ings thereof, as promulgated 1 by its order, together 
with a duplicate copy of semi-annual returns sent 
to the Grand Secretary. 

DUTIES OF OTHER OFFICERS. 

222. The Deaconsi, Tyler and 1 other appointed 
officers, shall perform such duties, consonant with 
the usages of the craft and appertaining to their 
respective offices, as may be required by the by-laws 
or directed by the Master. 

223. The Tyler may at any time be removed 1 , for 
cause deemed sufficient by a majority of the bre¬ 
thren present at a regular meeting of the Lodge. 

224. If any Tyler shall officiate or attend at any 
meeting, or pretended Lodge of Masons, not being 
regularly constituted, or not acknowledging the 
authority of the Grand Master, or not conforming 
to the laws of the Grand Lodge, he shall thereby 
be rendered incapable of ever being a Tyler or 
attendant on a Lodge, and shall be excluded the 
benefit of the general charity. 

LODGE JURISDICTION. 

225. No Lodge shall receive and act upon the pe¬ 
tition of any applicant for initiation whose resi¬ 
dence may be nearer some other Lodge under this 
jurisdiction than the one to which application is 
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made, without a dispensation from the Grand Mas¬ 
ter, and the consent, by resolution in writing of 
such nearest Lodge, or in the case of a city or 
town, all Lodges having jurisdiction; nor shall any 
Lodge act upon the petition of any such applicant 
who has been rejected within one year of such re¬ 
jection unless by special dispensation of the Grand 
Master ; nor shall a petition for the mysteries of 
Freemasonry be received from any person who has 
not resided one year within the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Lodlge, and six months within the juris¬ 
diction of the Lodge to which application is made, 
or produces a certificate of character from the 
nearest Lodge to the place of his previous residence; 
and such petition for initiation shall include the 
averment of the applicant that he hasi never before 
petitioned a Lodge; or if he has he shall give the 
name and location of said Lodge, and state what 
action was had on said petition, and when it oc- 

226. In cities or towns, where more than one 
Lodge exists, each Lodlge shall have concurrent 
jurisdiction. 

227. No Lodge shall initiate a candidate whose 
residence is nearer the jurisdiction of another 
Lodge, without a dispensation from the Grand Mas¬ 
ter, and the consent, by a resolution, of that Lodge, 
which shall be signified in writing except in a town 
or city where there is more than one Lodge, in 
which case each Lodge has concurrent jurisdiction. 

The jurisdiction extends in every direction half 
way to the nearest Lodge by the ordinary way of 
travel. 

228. No dispensation shall be issued to a Lodge 
to receive and act upon the petition for degrees 
of a person who has not the required 1 qualification 
of residence unless the application therefor be made 
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by the Lodge by an unanimous vote by ballot, and 
should such dispensation be issued, the petition 
shall take the usual course of reference and ballot 
in the Lodge. 


1? 


MEMBERSHIP. 

HOW ACQUIRED. 

229. Membership in a Lodge may be acquired'— 

1st. By having regularly received the degree of 
Entered Apprentice therein. 

2nd. By having been duly elected 1 for affiliation 
therewith. 

3rd. By having been named in a dispensation 
for a new Lodge as one of the petitioners therefor. 

4th. By the consolidation into one Lodge of two 
or more Lodges, of one of which he was a mem¬ 
ber. 

230. No Mason shall be a member of more than 
one Lodge in this jurisdiction at the same time 
(except as an honorary or life member). This rule 
shall not, however, refer to brethren now members 
of more Lodges than one, so as to effect such 
membership, or to members of a Lodge U.D., but 
when a Charter is granted membership in one 
Lodge must terminate. 

231. No brother shall be admitted a member of 
a Lodge, unless the laws relating to the proposing 
and admitting of candidates shall have been strictly 
complied with. 
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HOW TERMINATED. 

232. Membership in a Lodge can only be ter¬ 
minated 1 — 

1 st. By the dissolution of a Lodge. 

2nd. By the consolidation of the Lodge •with ano¬ 
ther Lodge or other Lodges. 

3rd. By voluntary withdrawal therefrom, after 
proper notice given. 

4th. By acquiring membership in another Lodge. 

5th. By death, suspension or expulsion. 

233. A member of a Lodge, in good standing 
and whose dues are paid may withdraw at any time 
by making an application for such withdrawal at 
a regular meeting, and he shall receive a certificate 
of the fact of such withdrawal. Membership in the 
Lodge shall terminate upon the granting of a dimit. 

No recommendatory certificate shall be given a 
brother so withdrawing except by a special vote 
of the majority of the members of the Lodge then 
present. 

234. The application for a dimit shall be made by 
a written petition signed by the applicant. 

235. All Masons who were members in good 
standing of a Lodge at the date of the surrender of 
its charter, and whose dues shall have been paid, or 
remitted in whole or in part by the Committee on 
Finance upon the recommendation of the Grand 
Master, are entitled to and shall receive from 
the Grand Secretary a certificate of that fact, which 
certificate shall have the same effect as the regular 
dimit issued by an existing Lodge. 

----- 4 ) 
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THE QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERSHIP. 

236. Great discredit and 1 injury having been 
brought upon our anicent and honorable frater¬ 
nity, from admitting members and receiving candi¬ 
dates without due notice being given or enquiry 
made into their character and 1 qualifications ; and 
also, from the passing and raising of Masons with¬ 
out due instruction in the respective degrees ; it is 
determined that in future, a violation or neglect of 
any of the following laws shall subject the offend¬ 
ing Lodge to erasure, because no emergency can 
be allowed as a justification. 

237. No person under the age of twenty-one 
years shall be made a Mason in any Lodge, except 
by dispensation of the Grand Master, as thereinbe¬ 
fore provided ; nor shall- any dispensation suspend 
the operations of the law requiring seven days’ 
notice, or committee of enquiry, or the ballot. 
Every candidate must be free born, and 1 at the 
time of his initiation, be known to be in reputable 
circumstances. He should be a lover of the liberal 
arts and sciences, and have made some progress in 
one or more of them. 

238. A brother who has been concerned in mak¬ 
ing Masons clandestinely, or at a Lodge which is 
not a regular Lodge, or for small or unworthy 
considerations, or who may assist in forming a new 
Lodge without the Grand Master’s authority, shall 
not be admitted as a member, nor even as a visitor, 
into any regular Lodge, nor partake of the general 
charity, or other Masonic privileges, until he make 
due submission and obtain grace. 

239. If any member shall be under suspension 
from his Lodge, or shall withdraw himself from it 
without having complied with its by-laws, and the 
general regulations of the craft, he shall not be 
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eligible for admission to any other Lodge. When¬ 
ever a member of any Lodge shall resign, or when¬ 
ever, at a future time he may require it, he shall be 
furnished with a certificate of his standing ; and 
such certificate is to be produced at any other 
Lodge of which he is proposed to be admitted a 
member, previous to the ballot being taken. 

240. No Lodge shall make a Mason, or admit a 
member, without strictly complying with all the 
regulations enacted for the government of the craft 
on these occasions. 

PETITIONS FOR AND CONFERRING OF DEGREES. 

241. All petitions for the degrees of Masonry 
shall be in writing, signed by the applicant, with 
name in full,* and shall be in the form prescribed 
by this Constitution, and shall give the following 
information :— 

1— Where born. 

2— Age. 

3— Occupation. 

4— Residence. 

5— Where he has resided' for the year last past. 

6— Whether he has presented his petition to any 
other Lodge. 

7— If so, to what Lodge or Lodges. 

242. The petition must be recommended ty two 
members of the Lodge, and be presented at a regu¬ 
lar meeting, accompanied with the fee required 
by the by-laws ; be referred to a committee 
of three members to be appointed by the Worship¬ 
ful Master ; and lie over at least one month, or 
until said committee has made the necessary en¬ 
quiry into the character of the candidate, and shall 
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report thereon, unless otherwise provided for in 
this Constitution. After the petition has been re¬ 
ferred to a committee it cannot be withdrawn ex¬ 
cept as provided in Section 266. After the commit¬ 
tee has reported to the Lodge in his favor, he must 
be balloted for, and if approved, he may be ini¬ 
tiated into the first degree of Masonry in such 
Lodge ; but should the report be unfavorable, he 
shall be considered a rejected candidate. 

243. The name in full, age, occupation, and resi¬ 
dence of the candidate, together with the names of 
the brethren who recommended himi, shall be sent 
to all the members in the notice for the next regu¬ 
lar meeting, and' the decison of the brethren ascer¬ 
tained by ballot. A copy of such notice shall also 
be sent to the Grand Master, District Deputy 
Grand Master and Grand Secretary. 

244. When more - than one Lodge may be at work 
in the same district in this jurisdiction it shall be the 
duty of each one of such Lodges to communicate at 
once to her sister Lodges in the district the names 
in full and occupations of all persons whose peti¬ 
tions for initiation may be rejected' at any communi¬ 
cation. 

245. In case of emergency, the following altera¬ 
tion, as to the mode of proposing a candidate, is 
allowed. Two members of a Lodge may transmit, 
in writing to the Master, the usual declaration of 
any candidate whom they wish to propose, and the 
circumstances which cause the emergency ; and the 
Master, if the emergency be proper, shall cause a 
notice to be issued to every member ; appoint a 
committee as before provided ; and at the same 
time summon the Lodge to meet at a period of not 
less than seven clear days from the issuing of the 
notices for the purpose of balloting for the 
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candidate. If the candidate be then accepted', he 
may be initiated into the first degree of Masonry. 

The Master shall, previous to the ballot being 
taken, cause the said proposition, and the emer¬ 
gency stated, to be recorded’ in the minute book of 
the Lodge. 

246. A person shall not be made a Mason in, or 
admitted a member of, a Lodge if, on the ballot, 
two black balls appear against him. Some Lodges 
wish for no such indulgence, but require the unani¬ 
mous consent of the members present ; the by-laws 
of each Lodge must, therefore, guide them in this 
respect, but if there be two black balls, such per¬ 
son cannot, on any pretence, be admitted? 

247. Every candidate, on his initiation, and every 
member on his affiliation, shall solemnly promise 
to submit to the Constitution, and to conform to all 
the usages and regulations of the craft ; he must 
sign the by-laws of the Lodge on his initiation or 
affiliation, a copy of which, together with a copy 
of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, shall then 
be presented to him. 

248. If a Mason shall have been elected to re¬ 
ceive the three degrees, and shall have received the 
first degree or the first and second degrees in one 
Lodge, he may, at the request of such Lodge and 
on its behalf, without additional fees, receive the 
remaining degrees or degree in another Lodge. No 
petition, reference, or ballot shall be necessary in 
the last named Lodge, as the work will be done 
for the first, of which he will be deemed' a member. 

But in no case shall the degree of Entered Appren¬ 
tice be conferred by one Lodge at the request of 
another. 

249. A Lodge shall not confer the Entered Ap¬ 
prentice degree on more than five candidates at any 

®® 
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one meeting ; nor shall it confer more than one 
degree upon any one candidate at any one meeting. 

250. A Lodge shall not advance an Entered Ap¬ 
prentice or a Fellow Craft to a higher degree 
before at least one month has elapsed since 
the conferring on him of the previous degree, ex¬ 
cept by the dispensation of the Grand Master, nor 
until, upon a strict examination in open Lodge, he 
shall have given satisfactory evidence that he is en¬ 
tirely proficient and well qualified in that or those 
which he has■ already taken, and no Entered.Ap¬ 
prentice or Fellow Craft shall be advanced to a 
higher degree in any Lodge other than that in 
which he 'shall have received those, or either of 
those degrees, unless by the official consent of such 
Lodge, if it then be in existence. 

PETITIONS FOR AFFILIATION. 

251. Petitions for affiliation shall be in the 
form prescribed by this Constitution ; be signed by 
the petitioners, with names in full, and be accom¬ 
panied by the dimit or certificate of standing of the 
petitioner. In case the Lodge in which he was for¬ 
merly a member shall not be in existence, or will 
not grant a dimit until he has become affiliated, 
then he must produce a certificate setting forth 
these facts, with proper evidence to verify them, or 
in case he is an honorary or life member, then a 
certificate from the Lodge stating the fact. If a 
brother has made reasonable efforts to obtain a cer¬ 
tificate from the Lodge of which he is, or was for¬ 
merly, a member, and has failed 1 , the Grand Master, 
upon the recommendation of the District Deputy 
Grand Master of the District in which the brother 
resides may, after thorough investigation, authorize 
the Lodge nearest which the brother resides to act 
upon his petition for affiliation. 
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252. When a Lodge has ceased to meet, any 
member thereof shall be eligible to be proposed 
and' admitted a member of another Lodge on pro¬ 
ducing a certificate from the Grand Secretary stat¬ 
ing the fact, and specifying •whether the brother has 
been registered and his dues paid, or remitted in 
whole or in part, as provided' in Section 235. 

253. If the petitioner be a Mason suspended for 
non-payment of diues from a Lodge since extinct, 
his application to the Grand Secretary for a cer¬ 
tificate shall be accompanied by the amount of his 
delinquent dues, and upon presentation of certifi¬ 
cate from the Grand Secretary that his dues have 
been paid, or remitted in whole or in part, as pro¬ 
vided in Section 235, he shall be eligible to be pro¬ 
posed and' admitted a member of another Lodge. 

254. The petition for affiliation shall give the fol¬ 
lowing information :— 

1— Where born. 

2— Age. 

3— Occupation. 

4— Residence. 

5— Name and number of Lodge in which raised. 

6— Town and province, state or country in which 
Lodge meets. 

THE PETITION. 

255. It must be recommended by two members of 
the Lodge and be presented at a regular meeting 
and be referred to a committee of three mem¬ 
bers to be appointed by the Worshipful Miaster, 
and lie over at least one month or until said com¬ 
mittee shall make the necessary enquiries into 
the character of the petitioner, and shall report 
thereon. After the committee has reported to the 
Lodge in his favor, he must be balloted' for, but 
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should the report be unfavorable, he shall be con¬ 
sidered rejected. 

256. The name in full, age, occupation, and re¬ 
sidence of the applicant, the names of the brethren 
recommending him, and the name, number and lo¬ 
cation of the Lodge of which he is or has last been 
a member shall be sent to all the members in the 
notice for the next regular meeting. 

257. When more than one Lodge is at work in the 
same city or town it shall be the duty of each one 
of such Lodges to communicate at once to her sis¬ 
ter Lodges in said city or town the names in full 
and occupations of all persons whose application 
for affiliation may be rejected at any meeting. 

258. A brother rejected for affiliation may renew 
his application at any regular meeting to the same 
or any other Lodge in the jurisdiction. 

259. A Lodge shall not admit a member, without 
strictly complying with all the regulations enacted 
for the government of the craft'on these occasions. 

& 

HONORARY AND LIFE MEMBERSHIP. 

260. A brother who may have rendered any ser¬ 
vice to the craft in general, or to any particular 
Lodge, may, after due notice to each member, by a 
ballot of the Lodge be elected an honorary mem¬ 
ber of such Lodge. The Lodge must include hon¬ 
orary members in its returns to Grand Lodge, and 
pay to the Grand Lodge similar dues for such hon¬ 
orary members as are payable for ordinary mem¬ 
bers. 

261. Private Lodges may, by by-law, admit their 
members to life membership on such terms as such 
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Lodges may determine ; provided that the Lodge 
shall pay into the hands of the Grand Secretary the 
sium of five dollars, which payment shall exempt 
the Lodge from the payment of further dues to 
Grand Lodge on his behalf. 

262. Upon such life member withdrawing from 
the Lodge, of which he originally became a life 
member, and joining any other Lodge, such other 
Lodge shall not be obliged to payi any annual dues 
to Grand Lodge on his account, nor in case he be¬ 
comes a life member of such other Lodge, shall it 
be obliged to pay a second fee therefor to Grand 

263. Life) and 1 honorary members shall be entitled 
to all the privileges of, and shall be amenable to dis¬ 
cipline in the same manner as ordinary members;. 

** 

BALLOTING. 

264. Every member of a Lodge, when present, 
shall, unless excused by the Worshipful Master, be 
required to vote by ballot upon all petitions for 
affiliation or for the degrees of Masonry. 

265. If a brother shall violate the secrecy of the 
ballot on candidates for initiation or membership, 
by stating how he voted or intendedl to vote, or by 
endeavoring to ascertain how a brother voted, or 
if he should be aware of how a brother voted, and 
mention it to another brother, shall render himself 
liable to severe Masonic censure, and for a second 
offence to suspension. 


266. An application shall not be withdrawn after 
reference to a committee except as hereinafter 
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provided in this section. If the report of the com¬ 
mittee be unfavorable, a ballot shall not be had, 
but the Master shall, upon the reception of such re¬ 
port, declare the candidate rejected. If the report 
be favorable, a ballot shall be had, and it shall re¬ 
quire two or more black balls to reject, unless the 
by-laws of the bodge provide that one black ball 
shall reject. If the ballot be not favorable, the 
Master, without declaring the result, may at once , 
order a second ballot for the purpose of correcting 
a possible mistake, which ballot shall be the last ; 
but in no case after one ballot has been had, shall 
any discussion be permitted in the Lodge before 
the second ballot is had, nor shall the second ballot 
be postponed to another meeting of the Lodge. If 
a committee finds a candidate disqualified On ac¬ 
count of insufficient residence, or physical disability, 
and find no other objection to him, they shall make 
a special report thereon • in which case the Master 
may direct the withdrawal of the application with¬ 
out further action, and such direction shall be en¬ 
tered upon the record. 

267. A dispensation shall not be issued to a 
Lodge to receive and act upon the petition of a re¬ 
jected applicant, within less than twelve months 

, after the date of such rejection, unless the appli¬ 
cation therefor be made by the Lodge, by a unani¬ 
mous vote by ballot. 

268. A Lodge shall not have more than one bal¬ 
lot for the three degrees. 

OBJECTIONS. 


269. If, at any time before the initiation of a 
candidate, objection be made by any member, or if, 
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after his initiation, but before being passed or after 
passing, before being raised, objection to his ad¬ 
vancement be made by any member, such objection 
shall be referred' to a committee, with power to en¬ 
quire into the cause thereof, who shall, at the next 
regular meeting (unless further time be given) re¬ 
port thereon ; and upon the reception of such re¬ 
port, if no cause for the objection has been assign¬ 
ed, or if the cause assigned be, in the opinion of 
two-thirds of the members present, not a valid and 
Masonic one, the Lodge may oonfer the degree in 
the same manner as if no objection had been made, 
but subject to the provisions of Section 250. 

270. There shall be no appeal from the decision 
of the Worshipful Master to the Lodge, but objec¬ 
tions to such decisions may be laid before the 
Grand Master, and by him determined, subject to 
appeal to the Grand Lodge. 




FEES AND DUES. 

271. A Lodge shall not confer the three degrees 
for a less fee than twenty-five dollars. Provided, 
however, that if a ddmitted brother applicant has 
already received the first degree, or the first and 
second degrees in another Lodge, the fee to ac¬ 
company his application for the remaining degrees 
or degree, shall be such proportion of the fee for 
all the degrees as the by-laws of the Lodge may 
prescribe. But a candidate shall not be initiated 
unless the fees in full provided by the by-laws of 
the Lodge are paid. The foregoing is not to extend 
to the making of serving brethren, who may be 
initiated, provided! that no fee or reward in such 
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case be taken, arid that a dispensation from the 
Grand Master be first obtained. 

272. The Master is to see that all moneys re¬ 
ceived or paid on account of the Lodge be entered 
in proper books by the Secretary and Treasurer. 
The accounts of the Lodge shall be audited at least 
once in every year, by a committee appointed by 
the Lodge. 

273. Every candidate initiated in a Lodge be¬ 
comes a member thereof from the date of his initia¬ 
tion, and is then liable for the regular Lodge'dues. 

274. By a vote of the Lodge, the dues of any 
member may be remitted. 

** 

VISITORS. 

275. A visitor shall not be admitted into a Lodge 
unless he be personally known or recommended, 
or well vouched for, or after due examination by 
two or more well-skilled brethren present ; nor, 
if there be in the opinion of the Master, a valid 
objection made to such admission by a member of 
the Lodge, nor until he shall have entered his 
name, Masonic rank, the name of his mother Lodge 
or the Lodge he hails from, in a book to be kept 
by every Lodge for that purpose ; and during his 
continuance in the Lodge, he shall be subject to 
the by-laws of the Lodge. The Master of the 
Lodge is particularly bound to enforce these regu¬ 
lations. 

276. The attention of the brethren is particularly 
called to the exercise of the greatest caution in 
vouching for brethren. 
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LODGES OF INSTRUCTION. 

277. A general Lodge of Instruction shall not be 
held, unless under the sanction of a regular war¬ 
ranted Lodge, or by the special license and author¬ 
ity of the Grand Master. The Lodge giving its 
sanction, and the brethren to whom such license is 
granted, shall be answerable for the proceedings of 
such Lodge of instruction, and responsible that the 
mode of working there adopted has received the 
sanction of Grand Lodge. 

278. Notice of the times and places of meeting of 
the Lodges of Instruction shall be given to the 
Grand Secretary. 

279. Lodges of Instruction shall keep a record 
of all the brethren present at each meeting, and of 
brethren appointed to hold office, and such record 
shall be produced when called for by the Grand 
Master, or the Lodlge granting the sanction. 

280. If a Lodge that has given its sanction for a 
Lodge of Instruction to be held under its warrant, 
shall see fit, it may at any regular meeting with¬ 
draw that sanction by a resolution of the Lodlge, 
to be communicated to the Lodge of Instruction ; 
provided that notice of the intention to withdraw 
the sanction be inserted in the summons for that 
meeting. 

NON-AFFILIATED MASONS. 

281. It is the duty of every Master Mason to be 
a member of some Lodge, and every non-affiliated 
Mason who, having resided six months within this 
jurisdiction, shall refuse or neglect to make applica¬ 
tion for membership to some Lodge therein, shall 
not be entitled to the benefit of the benevolent fund 
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or to any of the rights, privileges or benefits of the 
Craft, nor to Masonic burial, nor to take part in 
any Masonic ceremony, public or private, nor to 
be entitled to any Masonic privilege whatever, nor 
can he be permitted to visit any one Lodge in the 
town or place where he resides more than twice 
during his secession from the craft. 

LODGES U.D. 

282. A Lodige can only be formed by authority of 
a dispensation from the Grand Master, or of a 
charter from the Grand Lodge ; and a charter 
shall not be granted to any Lodge until it shall 
have worked at least four months under dispen¬ 
sation, and shall have exhibited to the Grand Lodge 
satisfactory evidence of its Masonic capability. 

283. Upon the petition of seven or more Master 
Masons being presented to the Grand Master, he 
may grant them a dispensation to open and hold 
a Lodge at the place therein to be named, with 
power to make Masons and receive members by 
affiliation ; and he shall therein appoint the Master 
and Wardens of the new Lodge. In no case shall 
such dispensation be issued unless the petition be 
accompanied by a recommendation from the near¬ 
est chartered Lodge (if from a town or city where 
more than one Lodge exists, then from one of such 
Lodges) setting forth that the petitioners are all 
Master Masons in good standing, that the establish¬ 
ment of the new Lodge is of manifest propriety 
and will conduce to the good of the Craft, and that 
a safe and suitable Lodge room will be provided 
therefor ; nor unless the petition shall be accom¬ 
panied by a dimit or certificate of standing, of each 
petitioner, from the Lodge of which he was last a 
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member, and by a certificate from the District De¬ 
puty Grand Master, declaring that the Master and 
Wardens proposed in such petition are fully com¬ 
petent properly to confer the three degrees of 
Masonry. 

284. Such dispensation shall terminate upon the 
first day of the month in which the next succeed¬ 
ing annual communication of Grand Lodge shall be 
held ; and shall then be returned to the Grand Sec¬ 
retary, together wiith the by-laws, book of records 
and returns of the new Lodge to that date. 

285. Upon the return of the dispensation of a 
new Lodge as above, with a petition for a charter, 
if an examination of its work and proceedings shall 
prove satisfactory, and if it shall produce a certifi¬ 
cate, as required in Section No. 283, that the Mas¬ 
ter and Wardens proposed are fully competent to 
confer the three degrees of Masonry, the Grand 
Lodge may order the issue of a charter to such 
Lodge, and assign it such name (but such name 
shall not be the name of a living person) and num¬ 
ber on the registry as shall be deemed proper; and 
such Lodge shall be duly constituted within sixty 
days thereafter. If the examination be not satisfac¬ 
tory or such certificate and showing be not pro¬ 
duced, the petition may be totally refused, or the 
continuance of the dispensation, until the next an¬ 
nual communication, may be ordered ; but no such 
continuance shall be granted a second time. 

& 

REPRESENTATION IN GRAND LODGE 
AND PROXIES. 

286. Should the Worshipful Master or Wardens 
be unable to attend any communication of Grand 

®--- 
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Lodge, such Lodge by its vote, properly certified 
by the Worshipful Master and Secretary, and 
under its seal, may delegate any Master or Past 
Master, entitled to vote in Grand Lodge, to repre¬ 
sent their Lodge ; but no proxy shall be valid un¬ 
less the name of the brother so delegated shall have 
been written in the proxy previous to its being 
signed by the Worshipful Master and Secretary of 
the Lodge ; no brother can represent as proxy 
more than one Lodge. 

287. Should any Lodge have neglected to make 
its returns and payments to the Grand Lodge for 
more than one year, the Master, Wardens, or other 
representatives of such Lodge shall not be permit¬ 
ted to attend any communication of the Grand 
Lodge as representatives until such returns and 
payments shall have been completed. 

288. A brother shall not be permitted to attend 
the annual communication of Grand Lodge as Mas¬ 
ter, Past Master, or Warden, until his name as 
such shall have been duly returned to the Grand 
Secretary’s office. 

289. The majority of the members of a Lodge, 
when congregated, have the privilege of giving in¬ 
structions to the Master and Wardens or other 
representatives, before the communication of Grand 
Lodge, because such officers are their representa¬ 
tives, and are supposed to speak their sentiments. 

290. Each Lodge may provide, in such manner 
as it may deem proper, for the payment of its offi¬ 
cers or representatives in attending the communi¬ 
cations of the Grand Lodge. 

291. No Lodge, until chartered and duly consti¬ 
tuted, shall be entitled to representation in the 
Grand Lodge ; but a Lodge under dispensation 
may send delegates thereto, who may be admitted 
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s, and be permitted to speak, but shall have 




DISSOLUTION OF LODGES. 

292. As every chartered Lodge is a constituent 
part of the Grand Lodige in which assembly all the 
power of the fraternity resides, it is clear that no 
other authority can destroy the power granted by a 
Charter ; if, therefore, the majority of any Lodge 
should determine to quit the Lodge, the Constitu¬ 
tion, or power of assembling, remains with the rest 
of the members ; provided their number be not 
less than seven, otherwise the Charter ceases and 
becomes extinct. 

293. A Lodge shall not be erased, or its Charter 
declared forfeited, until the Mlaster, or in his ab¬ 
sence the Wardens, shall have been warned in writ¬ 
ing, of its offence, and shall have been summoned 
to answer to the complaint made against it. 

294. If the Charter of a Lodge be sold or pro¬ 
cured by any other means than through the regu¬ 
lar channel of petition to the Grand Master, such 
Charter shall be forfeited and the Lodge erased. 

295. A Lodge may be dissolved— 

1st. By the voluntary surrender of its Charter, 
when such surrender shall have been accepted by 
the Grand Lodge ; or— 

2nd. By the revocation of its Charter by the 
Grand Lodge. 

296. The Charter of a Lodge may be surrendered 
if notice be given at a regular meeting that a reso- 
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lution to that effect will be presented at the next 
succeeding one, and if, at such succeeding meeting, 
three-fourths at least of the members present are 
in favor of such resolution; but no such act of sur¬ 
render shall be considered final until it shall have 
been approved and accepted by the Grand Lodge. 
No such resolution, however, shall be considered 
unless the same shall have been inserted in the no¬ 
tice, and the notice regularly sent to each member 
of the Lodge. 

297. The Charter of a Lodge may be forfeited— 

1st. By disobedience to any provision of the Con¬ 
stitution or regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

2nd. By disregard of the lawful authority of the 
Grand Master. 

3rd. By violation or neglect of the ancient and 
recognized usages of the craft. 

4th. By receiving applicants known to be un¬ 
worthy, or refusing or neglecting to discipline un¬ 
worthy members. 

5th. By failure to meet during a period of twelve 
successive months. 

298. No Charter shall be forfeited unless charges 
against the Lodge shall have been presented to and 
investigated in the Grand Lodge, of which the 
Lodge accused shall have due notice ; though the 
same may be arrested until the next annual com¬ 
munication, either by the Grand Lodge or the 
Grand Master, upon satisfactory reasons therefor 
being shown. 

299. The forfeiture or arrest of the Charter of a 
Lodge involves the suspension oh all its members 
from the rights and privileges of Masonry, except 
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those who may be specially declared exempted from 
such effect. 

300. The surrender or forfeiture of the Charter of 
a Lodge, when declared by the Grand Lodge, shall 
be conclusive upon the Lodge and its members ; 
and all the authority granted by such Charter, to¬ 
gether with all the records, funds, jewels, furniture, 
dues, and property of such Lodge of every kind, 
shall revert to the Grand Lodge. 


«r 


CONSOLIDATION OF LODGES. 

301. Should any two Lodges by resolution passed 
by a three-fourths majority of each Lodge, express 
a wish to amalgamate, the Grand Lodge may sanc¬ 
tion such amalgamation upon petition by such 
Lodges, and on such terms as may have been 
agreed upon by the said Lodges, or as Grand 
Lodge itself may determine. Provided, however, 
that no resolution having in view any such amalga¬ 
mation shall be proposed, except at a regular meet¬ 
ing of the Lodge, and after one month’s notice 
thereof has been given, and the resolution itself 
placed upon the summons and addressed to each 
member of the Lodge. 

302. The consolidated Lodge may bear the name 
and number of one of the Lodges composing it, in 
which case it may retain the Charter and seal of 
that Lodge ; or it may bear the name of one and 
the number of the other Lodge, or it may be cal¬ 
led by another name and retain the number of one 
of the component Lodges, and shall in either of 
such latter cases receive a new Charter, and pro¬ 
vide a new seal ; or it may have an endorsement of 

4 -—-- 4 
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the authorization of the amalgamation by the Grand 
Lodge made upon the Charter of one of the com¬ 
ponent Lodges. 


LODGE SEAL. 


303. All documents or papers of every kind what¬ 
soever, emanating from a chartered Lodge, or from 
its Master or Secretary in his official capacity, shall 
bear the impress of its seal, or be considered null 
and of no effect. 

304. An impression of the seal is to be sent to the 
Grand Secretary whenever changed. 


LODGE PROPERTY. 


305. The jewels and furniture of every Lodge 
belong to, and are the property of the Master, 
Wardens and brethren of said Lodge. 


CERTIFICATES. 


306. Each Lodge shall procure for every brother 
raised therein a Grand Lodge certificate, to be paid 
for by the Lodge. 

307. Every brother shall be entitled to a Grand 
Lodge certificate immediately upon being registered 
on the books of the Grand Lodge as having been 
made a Master Mason, for which certificate the 
Lodge shall pay two dollars. Each Lodge, there¬ 
fore, when it makes a return of the Masons whom 
it has initiated, passed and raised, shall, in addi- 
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tion to the registration fee and half-yearly dues, 
make a remittance of the money for the certificates. 

308. Every brother, to whom a Grand Lodge 
certificate is granted must sign his name on the 
margin thereof, or it will not be valid. This should 
be done in the presence of the Worshipful Master 
or the Secretary of the Lodge. 

309. A brother shall not receive a Grand Lodge 
certificate if he shall have been admitted to more 
than one degree of Masonry on the same day, or 
at a shorter interval than one month from his re¬ 
ceiving a previous degree, unless by dispensation 
of the Grand Master. 

310. Every return or other document upon which 
a Grand Lodge certificate is to be issued, must spe¬ 
cify not only the date of initiation, but also the 
dates on which the brother was advanced to the 
second and third degrees. 

311. All applications for Grand Lodge certificates 
must be made to the Grand Secretary ; and if the 
name of the brother wishing for the certificate has 
not previously been registered, the money payable 
on registration must be transmitted at the same 
time, as no certificate can, on any account be is¬ 
sued until such money has been paid. 

312. A Lodge shall not grant a private Lodge 
certificate to a brother, except for the purpose of 
enabling him to obtain a Grand Lodge certificate, 
in which case such certificate shall be specifically 
addressed to the Grand Secretary and except also 
such certificate as may be required by the laws of 
the Grand Lodge, or called for by any of its com¬ 
mittees, or issued to a member on retirement from 
a Lodge for the purpose of evidence of standing. 

Nor shall a Lodge, under any pretence, make a 
charge for a private Lodge certificate, 

®----- 7 -& 
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PUBLIC PROCESSIONS. 

313. A public procession shall not on any pre¬ 
tence be allowed, without the permission of the 
Grand Master, except a Masonic funeral, the ur¬ 
gency of which will. not admit of the delay neces¬ 
sary to communicate with him. Such proceeding 
shall be immediately reported by the Master of the 
Lodge to the Grand Secretary. 

314. If a brother shall attend as a Mason, 
clothed in any of the jewels or badges of the craft, 
at any public procession or at any public meeting, 
except a Masonic funeral without the permission of 
the Grand Master, he shall be rendered incapable of 
ever after being an officer of a Lodge ; and also be 
excluded the benefit of the general charity. And if 
any Lodge shall so offend, it shall stand suspended 
until the Grand Lodge shall determine thereon. 

I** 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

315. Any Lodge which has been established by 
Charter from this Grand Lodge, in any territory in 
which a Grand Lodge did not then exist, and which 
does not take part in the lawful establishment of a 
Grand Lodge within said territory, shall thereby 
forfeit said Charter and all the rights and privileges 
appertaining thereto, unless within one year after 
the lawful establishment of a Grand Lodge within 
such territory, the said Lodge shall become of 
obedience to the Grand Lodge of the territory 
within which it is situated. 

316. A Lodge or Mason shall not hold Masonic 
communication with any Lodge which has been de¬ 
clared illegal by the Grand Lodge, or with any 
person who has received degrees in, or is a mem¬ 
ber of, such a Lodge, 
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317. A Mason shall not hold any Masonic inter¬ 
course with an expelled or suspended Mason, with 
an illegal Lodge, with any person who has received 
degrees therein or is a member thereof, nor with 
any Mason not acknowledged as such by the Grand 
Lodge. 

318. A brother shall not presume to print, or pub¬ 
lish, or cause to be printed or published, the pro¬ 
ceedings of any Lodge, or any part thereof, oir the 
names of the persons present at such Lodge, with¬ 
out the direction of the Grand Master. This law 
is not to extend to the writing, printing, or publish¬ 
ing of any notice or summons issued to the mem¬ 
bers of a Lodge, by the authority of the Master, or 
the proceedings of any festival or public meeting 
at which persons not Masons are permitted to be 

319. The majority of the members present at 
any Lodge, duly summoned, have an undoubted 
right to regulate their own proceedings, provided 
that they are consistent with the general laws and 
regulations of the craft ; no member, therefore, 
shall be permitted to enter in the minute book of 
his Lodge, a protest against any resolution or pro¬ 
ceeding which may have taken place, unless it 
shall appear to him to be contrary to the laws and 
usages of the Craft, and for the purpose of com¬ 
plaining or appealing to a higher Masonic author¬ 
ity ; and then only by permission of the Worshipful 

320. For the neglect or violation of any duty im¬ 
posed upon a Lodge in this Constitution, its Char¬ 
ter may be suspended or forfeited; and for the neg¬ 
lect or violation of any duty herein imposed upon 
a Secretary, his Lodge shall be held responsible. 
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OF DEFINITIONS. 

321. The words and terms used in this Constitu¬ 
tion shall bear the construction which is given them 
in the following definitions— 

322. Grand Master. —This title applies only to 
him who has been elected and installed as Grand 

323. Master. —This title applies only to him who 
has been elected and installed as Master. 

324. Past Master. —This title applies only to 
one who has been regularly elected or named in a 
charter and installed, and has served a term as 
Master of a chartered Lodge. 

325. Representative.— The representative of a 
Lodge within this jurisdition is one who, in the 
event that neither the Master nor either of the 
Wardens can be present at the Grand Lodge, has 
been duly elected by the Lodge at a regular meet¬ 
ing, or at a special meeting called for that purpose, 
to represent it at the next communication. 

326. Vacancy. —Vacancies in office, either in a 
Lodge or in the Grand Lodge, may occur by death, 
deprivation, removal from the jurisdiction, resig¬ 
nation, suspension or expulsion. 

327. —Jurisdiction. — The jurisdiction of the 
Grand Lodge includes all Lodges and Mlasons 
within the territorial limits of the Province of Mani¬ 
toba, and the districts of Assiniboia, Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, and all Lodges, and their members 
without this jurisdiction, acting under its authority. 


The jurisdiction of a Lodge includes all its own 
members, wherever residing, and all Masons resid- 
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ing nearer to its place of meeting than to that of 
any other Lodge within this jurisdiction, except in 
towns or cities where more than one Lodge exists, 
in which case each of such Lodges has separate 
jurisdiction over its own members, and concurrent 
jurisdiction over all Masons not members of one of 
such Lodges who reside in such town or city, or 
nearer thereto than to any other place where a 
Lodge exists. 

328. Regulation.— By a regulation of the Grand 
Lodge is meant any resolution, edict, law or ordin¬ 
ance of any kind whatever, other than the Consti¬ 
tution, which it may adopt. 

329. Suspensions. —The suspension of a Lodge 
is an arrest of its Charter and a temporary prohibi¬ 
tion to assemble or work as a legal Lodge, until 
again authorized so to do by competent authority ; 
and the act suspends all its members except those 
especially exempted from its effect. 

The suspension of a Master of a Lodge is a tem¬ 
porary deprivation of his office, and prohibits all 
recognition of him in that capacity until he is res¬ 
tored by competent authority. 

The suspension of a Mason is a temporary de¬ 
privation of all his rights and privileges, as such, 
and prohibits all Masons and Lodges from holding 
any Masonic intercourse with him until he shall be 
legally restored in the manner hereinbefore pre¬ 
scribed. 

330. Expulsion.— The expulsion of a Mason is 
the highest penalty known to the Masonic law. It 
is an absolute deprivation, of all the rights and pri¬ 
vileges of the Craft, and prohibits all Masons and 
Lodges from holding any Masonic intercourse with 
him until he is restored by the Grand Lodge. 
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331. Notification. —A notification or notice is 
a call issued by the Secretary, by order of the 
Lodge or Master, or by other competent authority 
as hereinbefore provided, to attend for some speci¬ 
fic purpose at the time and place therein indicated, 
or to perform some specific duty therein set forth; 
and it is the duty of every Mason to comply with 
its direction if he can, without great inconvenience, 
do so. 

332. Summons. —A summons is an imperative or¬ 
der, issued by the Master, or by other competent 
authority, as hereinbefore provided, to appear at 
such time and place as may therein be designated. 

The obligation to obey it is absolute, and the pen¬ 
alty for disobedience may be, after due trial, ex¬ 
pulsion, unless it shall be shown that such disobe¬ 
dience was unavoidable or was occasioned by some 
pressing necessity. It shall be either written or 
printed, and shall, when practicable, be personally 
served upon the brother to be notified, by the Tyler 
or some other Mason properly deputed for that 
purpose. If this cannot conveniently be done, it 
shall be mailed, registered, post paid, addressed to 
him at his last known place of residence, or left at 
his last known place of residence, or with a grown¬ 
up member of his family ; and this shall be deemed 
due and sufficient service. 

333. Regular Meeting.— The regular meeting of 
a Lodge is the one only meeting in each month at 
which business may be done, with the exceptions 
specified in the Constitution. It shall be designated 
as such in the by-laws of each Lodge, and no emer¬ 
gent meeting shall ever be considered as a part of 
any such regular meeting. 

334. The word month, whenever it occurs in this 
Constitution, shall be held to mean lunar month. 

®---® 
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AMENDMENTS. 

335. The Grand Lodge shall have full power and 
authority to make such amendments, alterations 
and additions to this Constitution at any regular 
meeting, as it shall think proper and expedient for 
the benefit of the craft under the regulations herein¬ 
before provided. 





Prayers. 

& 


INVOCATION—FIRST DEGREE. 


Vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Father and Su¬ 
preme Governor of the Universe, to this our pre¬ 
sent convention, and grant that this candidate for 
MaSonry may so dedicate and devote his life to Thy 
service as to become a true and faithful brother 
among us. Endow him with a competency of Thy 
divine wisdom, that, assisted by the secrets of this 
our Masonic art, he may be the better enabled to 
display the beauties of true godliness, to the honor 
and glory of Thy holy name —So mote it be. 


INVOCATION—SECOND DEGREE. 


We supplicate the continuance of Thine aid, O 
merciful God, on behalf of ourselves and of him 
who kneels before Thee. May the work begun in 
Thy name be continued to Thy glory, and evermore 
established in us by obedience to Thy holy pre¬ 
cepts .—So mote it be. 


INVOCATION—THIRD DEGREE. 


Almighty and Eternal Being, the glorious Archi¬ 
tect and Ruler of the Universe, at whose creative 
fiat all things first were made, we, the frail crea¬ 
tures of Thy Providence, humbly implore Thee to 
pour down on this convocation assembled in Thy 
Holy Name, the continual dew of Thy blessing ; 
more especially we beseech Thee, to impart Thy 
Grace to this Thy servant, who offers himself a 
candidate to partake with us the mysterious secrets 
of a Master Mason ; endue him with such fortitude 
that in the hour of trial he fail not ; but pass him 
safely under Thy protection through the valley of 
the shadow of death, that he may finally arise from 
the tomb of transgression to shine as the stars for 
ever and ever .—So mote it be. 






Charges. 

#f 

CHARGE TO THE NEWLY INITIATED CANDIDATE. 

As you have now passed through the ceremonies 
of your initiation, allow me to congratulate you on 
being admitted a member of our ancient and honor¬ 
able society. Ancient, as having subsisted from 
time immemorial, and honorable because by a nat¬ 
ural tendency it conduces to make all those honor¬ 
able who are strictly obedient to its precepts. In¬ 
deed no institution can boast a more solid founda¬ 
tion than that on which Freemasonry rests —the 
practice of every social and moral virtue; and to so 
high an eminence has its credit been advanced, that 
in every age, monarchs themselves have been pro¬ 
moters of the art ; have not thought it derogatory 
from their dignity to exchange the sceptre for the 
gavel ; have patronized our mysteries and joined 
our assemblies. As a Mason, I would first recom¬ 
mend to your most serious contemplation the vol¬ 
ume of the sacred law, charging you to consider it 
the unerring standard of truth and justice, and to 
regulate your actions by the divine precepts which 
it contains. Therein you will be taught the import¬ 
ant duties you owe to God, to your neighbor and 
to yourself. To God, by never mentioning His 
name but with that awe and reverence which are 
due from the creature to his creator, by imploring 
his aid on all your lawful undertakings, and by 
looking up to Him in every emergency for comfort 
and support ; to your neighbor by acting with him 
on the square, by rendering him every kind office 
which justice or mercy may require, by relieving 
his distresses, by soothing his afflictions, and by 
doing to him, as in similar cases, you should wish 
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he should do unto you ; and to yourself, by such 
a prudent and well regulated course of discipline as 
may best conduce to the preservation of your cor¬ 
poreal and mental faculties in their fullest energies; 
thereby enabling you to exert those talents where¬ 
with God has blest you, as well to his glory as to 
the welfare of your fellow creatures. 

As a citizen of the world, I am next to enjoin you 
to be exemplary in the discharge of your civil duties 
by never proposing, or at all countenancing, any act 
that may have a tendency to subvert the peace and 
good order of society ; by paying due obedience to 
the laws of any state which may for a time become 
the place of your residence or afford you its protec¬ 
tion ; and, above all, by never losing sight of the al¬ 
legiance due to the sovereign of your native land ; 
ever remembering that nature has implanted in 
your breast a sacred and indissoluble attachment 
to that country from which you derived your birth 
and infant nurturing. 

As an individual I am further to recommend the 
practice of every domestic as well as public virtue. 
Let prudence direct you ; temperance chasten you; 
fortitude support you ; and justice be the guide of 
all your actions, and be especially careful to main¬ 
tain in their fullest splendor those truly Masonic 
ornaments benevolence and charity. 

Still, however, as a Mason, there are other excel¬ 
lencies of character to which your attention may be 
peculiarly and forcibly directed ; among the fore¬ 
most of these are secrecy, fidelity and obedience. 

Secrecy may be said to consist in the inviolable 
adherence to the obligations you have entered into, 
never improperly to reveal any of those Masonic se¬ 
crets which have now been, or may at any future 
time be, entrusted to your keeping, and cautiously 
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to shun all occasions which might inadvertently 
lead you so to do. 

Your fidelity must be exemplified by a strict ob¬ 
servance of the Constitutions of the fraternity; by 
adhering to the ancient landmarks of the Order; by 
never attempting to extort, or otherwise undffly ob¬ 
tain the secrets of a superior degree, and by refrain¬ 
ing to recommend any one to a participation of our 
secrets, unless you have strong ground to believe 
th,at by a similar fidelity, he will ultimately reflect 
honor on our choice. 

So must your obedience be proved by a close con¬ 
formity to all our laws and regulations; by prompt 
attention to all signs and summonses; by modest 
and correct demeanor whilst in the Lodge; by ab¬ 
staining from every topic of religious or political 
discussion ; by ready acquiescence in all votes and 
resolutions duly passed by the brethren, and by per¬ 
fect submission to the Master and his Wardens 
whilst acting in the discharge of their respective 

And, as a last general recommendation, let me ex¬ 
hort you to dedicate yourself to such pursuits as may 
enable you to become at once respectable in your 
rank of life, useful to mankind, and an ornament to 
the society of which you have been this day admitted 
a member; to devote your leisure hours more espe¬ 
cially to the study of such of the liberal arts and 
sciences as may lie within the compass of your at¬ 
tainment, and without neglecting the ordinary du¬ 
ties of your station, to consider yourself..c3lled upon 
to make a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge. 

From the very commendable attention which you 
appear to have given to this charge, I am led to 
hope that you will duly appreciate the excellence of 
Freemasonry, and imprint indelibly on your mind 
the sacred duties of truth, of honor and of virtue. 

®® 
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CHARGE TO THE NEWLY PASSED CANDIDATE. 

Brother ,—Being advanced to the second degree of 
Masonry, we congratulate you on your preferment. 
The internal and not the external qualifications of a 
man are what Masonry regards. As you increase in 
knowledge, so you will consequently improve in so¬ 
cial intercourse. It is unnecessary for me to re¬ 
capitulate the duties, which, as a Mason, you are 
now bound to discharge, or to enlarge on the neces¬ 
sity of a strict adherence to them, as your own ex¬ 
perience must have established their value. It may 
be sufficient to observe, that as your past behaviour 
and regular deportment have merited the honor 
which we have conferred, in your new character it 
is expected that you will not only conform to the 
principles of the Order, but steadily persevere in 
the practice of every virtue. The study of the liber¬ 
al arts, that valuable branch of education which 
tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind, is 
earnestly recommended to your consideration,— 
especially geometry, which is established as a basis 
of our art. Geometry or Masonry, originally sy¬ 
nonymous terms, is of a divine or mbral nature en¬ 
riched with the most useful knowledge, so that while 
it proves'the wonderful properties of nature, it de¬ 
monstrates the more important truths of morality. 

As the solemnity of our ceremonies requires a 
serious deportment, you are to be particularly atten¬ 
tive to your behaviour at our regular assemblies. 
You are to preserve our ancient usages and customs 
sacred and inviolable, and induce others, by your 
example, to hold them in due veneration. 

The laws and regulations of the Order you are 
strenuously to support and maintain. You are not 
to palliate or aggravate the offences of the brethren; 
but in the decision of every trespass against our 
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rules judge with candor, admonish with friendship, 
and reprehend with mercy. 

As a craftsman, in our private assemblies, you 
may offer your sentiments and opinions on such 
subjects as are regularly introduced in the lecture, 
under the superintendence of an experienced Mas¬ 
ter, who will guard the landmarks against encroach¬ 
ment. By this privilege you may improve your in¬ 
tellectual powers; qualify yourself to become a use¬ 
ful member of society; and like a skilful craftsman, 
strive to excel in what is good and great. 

You are to encourage industry and reward merit; 
supply the wants and relieve the necessity of breth¬ 
ren and fellows to the utmost of your power and 
ability, and on no account wrong them or see them 
wronged, but apprise them of approaching danger, 
and view their interests as inseparable from your 

Such is the nature of your engagements as a 
craftsman; and these duties you are now bound, by 
the most sacred ties, to observe. 

CHARGE TO THE NEWLY RAISED CANDIDATE. 

Brother ,—Your zeal for the institution of Free¬ 
masonry, the progress you have already made, and 
your conformity to our general regulations, have 
pointed you out as a fit object of esteem and favor. 

In the character of a Master Mason, you are hence¬ 
forth authorized to correct the errors and irregular¬ 
ities of your younger brethren, and guard them 
against a breach of fidelity. To improve the morals 
and correct the manners of men in society ought to 
be your constant care. You are to inculcate uni¬ 
versal benevolence, and by the regularity of your 
own behaviour, afford the best example for the con¬ 
duct of others. The ancient landmarks of the Order 

®® 
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you are to preserve sacred and inviolable, and never 
suffer an infringement of our customs, or a devia¬ 
tion from established usages. 

Duty, honor and gratitude noiw bind you to your 
trust; let no motive, therefore, ever make you 
swerve from your duty, but be true and faithful, and 
imitate the example of that celebrated artist, whom 
you have once represented. Endeavor, in a word, 
to convince the world that merit has been your title 
to our privileges, and that on you our favors have 
not been undeservedly bestowed. 

THE GRAND HONORS. 

The Grand Honors are as follows : 

Nine for Grand Master and for Past Grand Mas- 


Seven for Deputy Grand Master, District Deputy 
Grand Masters, Past Deputy Grand Masters, and 
Past District Deputy Grand Masters. 

Five for all other elected Grand Officers, and 
elected Past Grand Officers, and 
Three for all other distinguished brethren. 


IT 


& -- 






Appendix. 

i? 

FORMS. 

The following Forms are prescribed as necessary 
to be followed :—• 

[i] 

PETITION FOR INITIATION. 

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and members 

of.Lodge, No..., G.R.M., A.F. & A.M.:— 

The undersigned respectfully represents that, un¬ 
biased by friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary 
motives, he freely and voluntarily offers himself as 
a candidate for the mysteries of Ancient Free Ma¬ 
sonry; that he is prompted to solicit this privilege 
by a favorable opinion preconceived of the Institu¬ 
tion, a desire for knowledge, and a sincere wish to 
be serviceable to his fellow creatures; that he is 
free by birth; that he has resided within the juris¬ 
diction of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba one year or 
more, and at the place below named six months or 
more, next preceding the date hereof; that he has 
not, within twelve months past, been rejected by 
any Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Ma.sons; 
and that he promises, if found worthy, to conform 
to all the ancient usages and regulations of the 
Fraternity. 

He was born at.; date.. ; his age is- 

years; he resides at..; his occupation is 

.; he has resided for the year last past 

at.he has.presented his petition to 

another Lodge. 

Dated at.this_day of.A.L. 59_ 

A.D. 19. 

* (Signature) . 

*A person who cannot write is therefore ineligible. 

®^ 
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■ We are personally acquainted with the above 
named petitioner, and from our confidence in his 
integrity, do cheerfully recommend him as a proper 
candidate for the mysteries of Free Masonry. 


[ 2 ] 




The undersigned respectfully represents that he 
is a Mason in good standing, as by the accompany¬ 
ing certificate will appear, and that he now desires, 
if found worthy, to become a member of your 
Lodge, and promises to abide by the laws of your 



We, the undersigned, are personally acquainted 
with the above named brother and cheerfully re¬ 
commend him as a proper candidate for member¬ 
ship in our Lodge. 
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[ 3 ] 


DIMIT. 

.Lodge, No,- 

Under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of 
Manitoba. 


To all Ancient Free and Accepted Ma¬ 
sons, greeting : 

The Worshipful Master and Wardens of 

.Lodge No.A. F. & A. M„ 

working under a charter from the Grand 
Lodge of Manitoba, do hereby certify that 

Bro. (who has written his name in 

the margin of this certificate), is a Master 
Mason in good standing; and is hereby, at 
his own request, discharged from member¬ 
ship in our said Lodge. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto 
subscribed our names, and caused the 
seal of our said Lodge to be affixed 

at ., this -day of. 

A.D., 19-, A.L. 59 - 


1 

to 


.Secretary. 


[ 4 ] 

FORMS FOR RECORDING LODGE MINUTES. 

Regular Meetings. 

A regular meeting of. Lodge, No.. 

G. R. M., was held in the Masonic Hall,. 

on. evening, A.D. 19.., A.L. 59... 
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W. Bro.Worshipful Master. 

Bro.Senior Warden. 

Bro.Junior Warden. 

Bro. Treasurer. 

•Bro.Secretary. 

Bro.Chaplain. 

Bro.Senior Deacon. 

Bro. Junior Deacon. 

Bro.Director Ceremonies. 

Bro.Steward. 

Bro.Steward. 

Bro.Inner Guard. 

Bro.Tyler. 


Members and visitors, as per register. 


Opening Lodge. 

The Lodge was opened-in the .degree 

(York Rite, in the . degree in which work is 

done, and severally in first, second and third de¬ 
grees) of Masonry (if the W.M. is absent,) add by 
Bro. the W.M. being absent) at-p.m. 


Minutes Confirmed. 

, The minutes of the last regular meeting held on 

.. and emergent meeting held on.were 

read and confirmed. 

Reports of Committees on Petitions. 

The committees on the petitions of W. T. L. and 
H. E. W. for initiation, and Bros. F. L. P. and A. 

E. D. for affiliation, reported favorably. 

The committee on the petition of L. J. M. re¬ 
ported unfavorably. 

The committee on the petition of J. M. D., for 
initiation made a special report thereon, stating that 

k -—-® 
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the petitioner was disqualified on account of insuf¬ 
ficient residence, but it could find no other objec¬ 
tion to him. 

It was moved by Bro. J. G., seconded by Bro. H. 
S., and adopted, That the reports of the committees 
on the petitions of W. T. L., H. E. W„ L. J. M. 
and J. M. D. for initiation, and Bros. F. L. P. and 
A. E. D. for affiliation be received and adopted. 

The W. M. therefore declared L. J. M. a rejected 
candidate, and directed the withdrawal of the peti¬ 
tion of J. M. D. for initiation, and instructed the 
Secretary to notify the brethren accordingly, and 
return the fee of $.... accompanying the petition. 


Reports, General. 


The committee appointed to take into considera¬ 
tion (here state the subject) submitted its report, 
which was, on motion of Bro. J. M., seconded by 
Bro. A. P., received and adopted. 

Proposals of Candidates for Initiation. 

The petition of J. M. C. for initiation, recommen¬ 
ded by Bros. R. C. B. and S. A. O., and accom¬ 


panied by the fee, $. 




It was moved by Bro. J. S., seconded by Bro. J. 
M., and adopted. That the petition of J: M. C. be 
received, placed on the minutes and referred to a 
committee. 

The petition of M. S. J. for initiation, recommen¬ 
ded by Bros. C. P. and J. O. A., and accompanied 
by the fee of $...., was read, representing that he 

had been rejected in . Lodge, No. 

at Toronto, Ont. 

It was moved by Bro. M. J., seconded by Bro. J. 
S. and adopted. That the petition of M. S. J. be re- 
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ceived, placed on the minutes, and referred to a 
committee; and that the Secretary be instructed to 
communicate with . Lodge, No. ...^ re¬ 

garding the character and standing of the petition¬ 
er; the result of the enquiry to be reported to the 
proper committee.. 

Proposal of Candidates for Affiliation. 

The petition of Bro. H. D. A. for affiliation, re¬ 
commended by Bros. S. W. G. and J. G„ accom¬ 
panied by a dirnit (or certificate of standing) from 
.Lodge, No_, located at., was read. 

It was moved by Bro. D. H. M., seconded by 
Bro. A. E. M., and adopted, That the petition of 
Bro. H. D. A. be received, placed on the minutes, 
and referred to a committee. 

Appointment of Committees on Petitions. 

The W. M. appointed the following committees 
to make the necessary enquiries^ regarding the char¬ 
acter and standing of the several'petitioners, viz. : 

On the petitions of J. M. C. and M. S. J., for ini¬ 
tiation, Bros. L. S., T. W. L. and R. W. E. On 
the petition of Bro. H. D. A., for affiliation, Bros. 
J. A. P„ A. G. A. and A. L. Y. 

Appointment of General Committees. 

The same form, only insert the specific business. 


The W. M. ordered the ballot to be passed for 
W. T. L., a candidate for initiation, and being 
found favorable he was declared elected. 

The ballot was passed for H. E. W., a candidate 
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for initiation, and being found unfavorable, the 
candidate was declared rejected. 

The Secretary was instructed to return to the re¬ 
jected candidate the fee of $., which accom¬ 

panied his petition. 

The ballot was passed for Bro. F. L. P., a can¬ 
didate for affiliation, and being found unfavorable, 
he was declared rejected. 

The Secretary was instructed to return to Bro. 

F. L. P. the certificate of standing which accom¬ 
panied his petition. 

The ballot was passed for Bro. A. E. D., a can¬ 
didate for affiliation, and being found favorable, 
he was declared elected. 

The Secretary was instructed to cancel the dimit 
fyled by Bro. A. E. D. 

Communications. 

The following communications were read, viz. : 

From the Grand Secretary, dated July 20, 19-, 

calling the attention of the Lodge to the fact that 
the returns for the half year ending 24th June, 19.., 
had not been received, and stating that the Grand 
Master would enforce sections.of the Con¬ 

stitution. 

A communication from the Secretary of. 

Lodge, .. Halifax, N.S., dated .19.., 

requesting this Lodge to confer the third degree 
upon Bro. H. E. P. 

The W. M. instructed the Secretary to forward 
at once to the Grand Secretary’s office the returns 
for the half year ending 24th June, 19...., together 

m ® 
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with all fees and dues required by the Constitution, 
and at the same time explain that the delay int-for- 
warding same was caused by the unavoidable ab¬ 
sence from home of the W.M. and Secretary. 

It was moved by Bro. E. A., seconded by Bro. 

F. C., that the Secretary be instructed to notify- 

Lodge, No.located at Halifax, N.S., that this 

Lodge would cheerfully comply with its request to 
confer the third degree on Bro. H. E. P. 

Communications were read from Lisgar Lodge, 

No. 2, dated., 19.., notifying this Lodge of 

the suspension for non-payment of dues of Bros. 
E. C., J. H. and W. D. J., and of the rejection of 
Bros. M. P. and S. D. N., candidates for initiation, 
and Bro. J. B., a candidate for affiliation. 

The communications were received, and the 
names ordered to be entered in the Mack book. 

Payment of Accounts. 

On motion of Bro. H. H. M., seconded by Bro. 
A. D. M., the following accounts were passed, and 
warrants for their payment ordered to be issued 
when duly certified :— 

General Business. 

It was moved by Bro. T. W. L., seconded by 
Bro. A. A. A., and adopted, That the Secretary be 
instructed to procure fifty copies of the Constitu¬ 
tion, one Secretary’s ledger (printed headings), and 
one Mack book, and that a cheque in favor of the 
Grand Secretary, for the suml of $...., be issued in 
payment of same. 

It was moved by Bro. W. M. T., seconded by 
Bro. H. S. P., and adopted, That the Secretary be 
instructed to have suitably bound, Volume IV. of 
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the proceedings of the Grand Lodge for the years 
1895 to 1899, inclusive. 

It was moved by Bro. M. J., seconded by Bro. A. 

M., That the Secretary be instructed to notify. 

Lodge, No., that this Lodge consents to its re¬ 

ceiving and acting upon the petition of W.R., who 
resides in the jurisdiction of this Lodge, but who 

was formerly a resident of.. where the said 

Lodge is located. 

The motion was put and declared' lost. 

A communication was read from Bro. H. J. G., 
stating that he had received a notice from the Sec¬ 
retary to appear at this communication and show 
cause why he should not be suspended for non-pay¬ 
ment of dues. He expressed his regret that owing 
to sickness he had been unable to work, and re¬ 
quested the Lodge to grant him an extension of 
three months. 

It was moved by Bro. G. S. W., seconded by 
Bro. R. A., and adopted, That Bro. H. J. G. be 
granted an extension of three months for the pay¬ 
ment of his dues. 

Suspensions for Non-Payment of Dues. 

The Secretary reported that he had notified Bros. 

C. A. M„ F. W., W. A. C., and H. J. G., by regis¬ 
tered letter, to appear at this meeting and show 
cause why they should not be suspended for non¬ 
payment of dues. Bros. C. A. M., F. W. and W. 

A. C., not having appeared, and having failed to 
give a satisfactory reason for their delinquency, the 
W. M. formally declared them suspended. 

Notice to Delinquent Members. 

The Secretary reported that Bros. M. A. F., F. 

H, Y. and P. S. H-, were over one year in arrears 

$- ---- $ 
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for dues. The W. M, therefore instructed him to 
summons the brethren to appear at the next regu¬ 
lar meeting to show cause why they should not 
be suspended for non-payment of dues. 

Election of Officers. 

The Secretary read the names of brethren en¬ 
titled to hold office and vote in the Lodge (no bro¬ 
ther one year or over in arrears being entitled to 
vote or hold office.) 

The Lodge then proceeded to the election of offi¬ 
cers for the ensuing year. 

The W. M., appointed Bros. ...... to be scrutin¬ 
eers of the ballot, and the following were declared 
to be duly elected, namely : (Here insert the names 
and offices). 

Candidates in Waiting. 

W. T. L. and A. E. Y., candidates for initiation, 
were reported as in waiting. 

The Lodge was opened in the first degree at... 
p.m. 

Objections to Candidate. 

Bro. J. E. D. objected to the initiation of A. E. 
Y., one of the candidates in waiting. 

The W. M. appointed Bros.a committee, 

with power to enquire into the cause of objection, 
and report at the next regular meeting. 

Board of Trial. 

The W. M. appointed Bros. .a board of 

trial to put the necessary questions to W. T. L., a 
candidate for initiation. (If more than one, give 
names in full, and say “candidates.”) 
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The board of trial having reported to the W. M. 
that the candidate had answered the necessary ques¬ 
tions, and the candidate having been properly pre¬ 
pared, he was (or they were severally) initiated 
into the first degree of Free Masonry. 


Passing. 


Bros. A. E. M. and W. E. H., candidates for ad¬ 
vancement, were examined in open Lodge as to 
their proficiency, and directed to retire. 

The Lodge was opened in the second degree at 


Bro. G. H. H. objected to the advancement of 
Bro. A. E. M. 

The W. M. appointed Bros.a committee, 

with power to enquire into the cause of the objec¬ 
tion, and report at the next regular meeting. 

No objection being made, Bro. W. E. H., having 
been found worthy of advancement, and having 
been properly prepared, he was (or they were sev¬ 
erally) passed to the second or Fel'low-Craft degree. 


Raising. 


Bro. (or Bros.) 


., a candidate (or candi¬ 


dates) for further advancement, was (or were) ex¬ 
amined in open Lodge as to his (or their) profici¬ 
ency, and directed to retire. 

The Lodge was then opened in the third degree 
at.p.m. 

No objection being made, and Bro. P. F., having 
been found well skilled, he was (or they were sev¬ 
erally) raised to the third or sublime degree of 
Master Mason. 
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Calling from Labor to Refreshment. 

The Lodge was called from labor to refreshment 

Calling from Refreshment to Labor. 

.The Lodge resumed labor at.o’clock. 

The Secretary reported the following receipts 
since the last regular meeting (including this meet¬ 
ing) : 

W. T. L., initiation fee, $_; W. E. S., dues, 

$_; W. S. S., dues, $-; A. P., dues, $.— 

Closing the Lodge. 

The rough minutes of the meeting were then sub¬ 
mitted for approval and correction. 

The Lodge was closed in harmony in the. 

degree (or severally in the third, second and first 
degrees) at-i. p.m. 

Confirmed in open Lodge (give date) A. L. 59-., 
A. D. 19.. 


W. M. Secretary. 


[ 5 ] 


FORM FOR RECORD LODGE MINUTES. 

Emergent Meeting. 

An emergent meeting of .Lodge, No. 

G.R.M., was held in the Masonic Hall.on 

.evening.A.D. 19.. 

Present (as in Form No. 4.) 

The Lodge was opened in the third (or severally 
in the first, second and third) degree at _p.m 
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The W. M. explained that he had called this 
meeting for the following reasons, namely : 

That the usual written declaration of E. F. C., a 
candidate for initiation, had been submitted to him 
by Bros. E. G. C. and G. D. M., that the candidate 
proposed had just reached the age of twenty-one 
years, and was desirous of being received into Free 
Masonry, as he was about to leave for a distant 
portion of the N.W. Territories, remote from any 
Lodge, and perhaps would not return to the city 
for one or two years. 

The W.M. further explained that he had consid¬ 
ered the emergency proper; had appointed a com¬ 
mittee consisting of Bros.., and that each 

member had been given the requisite seven days’ 

Report of Committee on Petitions. 

The committee on the petition of E. F.. G, for 
initiation, reported favorably. 

Previous to the ballot being taken, the W. M. 
caused the proposition and the emergency stated to 
be recorded in the minute book. 

The W. M. ordered the ballot to be passed for E. 
F. G, the candidate for initiation, and being found 
favorable, he was declared elected. 

The Lodge was opened in the first degree at.... 


Board of Trial. 
The W. M. appointed Bros_ 


a board of 


trial to put the necessary questions to E. F. G, a 
candidate for initiation. 

Initiation of Candidates (as in Form No. 4) 

The Lodge was closed in harmony in the. 

degree at.p.m. 
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Confirmed in open Lodge (give date) A.D- 


W. M. Secretary. 

[ 6 ] 

At Installation of Officers. 

A meeting of ..Lodge, No., G.R.M., 

was held in the Masonic Hall.on. 

evening, A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 

(Give names of those present, as in Form No. 4.) 

The Lodge was opened in the third (or severally 
in the first, second and third) degrees at-p.m. 

(State the hour.) 

The minutes of the regular meeting, held on., 

so far as the same relates to the election of officers, 
were read and confirmed. 

The Lodge was opened in the second degree at.. 
. (state the hour.) 

Bro., the Worshipful Master-elect, was 

then presented to the installing Master, and haying 
t answered the necessary questions, and having given 
his assent to the ancient charges and regulations, 
he was obligated in due form. 

The Lodge was then opened in the third degree 
at .(state the hour.) 

The new W. M. was installed and proclaimed for 
the first time, and saluted by the brethren in due 

The Lodge was closed in the third degree at_ 

o’clock. 

m -& 
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The W. M. was proclaimed for the second time, 
and was saluted in due form. 

The Lodge was closed in the second degree at... 
o’clock. 

The W. M. was proclaimed for the third time, 
and saluted with the customary honors. 

The Lodge resumed labor in the second degree 
at.... o’clock. The following officers were then in¬ 
stalled and invested. (Here insert the names and 

(Here may follow the appointment of trustees, 
auditors or committees.) 

The Lodge was then closed severally in the sec¬ 
ond and first degrees at_p.m. 


W. M. Secretary. 


[ 7 ] 

PROXY. 

This is to certify that at a regular meeting of.... 

.Lodge, No.held on the _ 

day of., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., Brother 

.. was delegated to represent the said 

Lodge at the annual communication of Grand 

Lodge, to be held at .on the.day 

of.A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., and there to 

perform any and all acts which could be done by 
the duly qualified officers of the Lodge, were they 
personally present, and acting on behalf of the 
Lodge, promising to ratify and confirm all that the 
said delegate may lawfully do under such authority. 

Given under our hands and seal of the Lodge at 

. this . day of.. A.L. 59.. 

A.D. 19.. 

[SEAL.] . ....IV. M. 

. Secretary. 

$---® 
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CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION, APPOINTMENT AND 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. 


........Lodge No., A. F. & A. M. 

.A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 

To the Right Worshipful 

Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Manitoba— 


I hereby certify that, at the regular meeting of 
this Lodge, held on the day above written, the fol¬ 
lowing officers were duly elected for the ensuing 
Masonic year, viz.: 


Bro..Master. 

Bro.Senior Warden. 

Bro.Junior Warden. 

Bro.Treasurer. 

Bro.'.'. ..Secretary. 

Bro.Tyler. 

That, on the.day of .A.L. 59. 

A.D. 19.., the following officers were duly appoint 
ed to serve for the ensuing Masonic year, viz.:— 

Bro.^Chaplain. 

Bro..Senior Deacon. 

Bro.Junior Deacon. 

Bro.*Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro.*Organist. 

Bro.Inner Guard. 

Bro. Steward. 

Bro.Steward. 


And that, on the . day of.A.L. 59.., 

A.D. 19.., the said officers were duly installed and 


•The Constitution does not make the appointment ot these 
officers obligatory, but permits the by-laws of Lodges to 
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invested by (here give the name and Masonic title 
of the installing officer.) 

Given under my hand and the seal of our 
[Seal.) Lodge on the day last above written. 

. Secretary. 


[9] 

FORM OF CHARGE. 

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren 
of.Lodge, No..,.. 

Brother.is hereby charged with im¬ 

moral and unmasonic conduct in the matters fol¬ 
lowing : 

First specification—That the said.on the 

...day of., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., in 

the public street, at .was in a state of in¬ 

toxication from the use of strong and spirituous 
liquors, in violation of his duty as a Mason, and to 
the scandal and disgrace of the craft. 

Second specification—That the said.on the 

_day of .., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., at 

said., and at divers other times and 

places between that time and the date of these char¬ 
ges, was intoxicated by strong and spirituous liq¬ 
uor, although admonished therefor by the Master 
and Wardens of this Lodge, in violation of his duty 
as a Mason, and to the scandal and disgrace of the 
craft. 

It is therefore demanded that the said.be 

tried for the said offences according to Masonic 
law and usage. 

Dated the.day of., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 

A new specification should be added for each separate 
state of facts constituting a Masonic offence. The specifl- 
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cations should be stated as it is expected to be proved, with 
reasonable certainty aB to time, place and circumstances, 
briefly, but distinctly. A few forms are given, but it is ob¬ 
viously impossible to prepare a form for each case that may 
occur; it is hoped, as no technicality is required, the forms 
given may suggest the form in other cases. 


[ 10 ] 

FOR SLANDER. 

That the said.did, on the.day of 

.A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., at....in 

the presence and hearing of.and others, 

use the following slanderous words of and concern¬ 
ing (here insert the name of person or Lodge slan¬ 
dered), (then set out the words as near as possible.) 


[«] 

FOR CHEATING.' 

That the said.on the.day of 

.".., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., at. 

did wrong, cheat and defraud (here insert the name 
of the person or Lodge defrauded), by (here insert 
a description of the method of cheating used.) 


[12] 

FOR THREATENING TO INJURE THE LODGE BY BLACK¬ 
BALLING CANDIDATES. 

That the said.on the.day of 

., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., at. 

did threaten to impede the work of the Lodge by an 
improper use of the blackball, in the following lan- 

®---& 
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guage (here insert the language used as perfectly 
as possible.) 


[ 13 ] 

FORM OF NOTICE TO THE ACCUSED WHEN TESTIMONY 
IS TAKEN IN THE LODGE. 


To Bro. 

You are hereby notified that at a regular meeting 

of.Lodge, No., A. F. & A. M„ G.R. 

of Manitoba, held at.on the.day of 

.19.., charges were preferred against 

you for unmasonic conduct, a true copy of which is 
hereto annexed, and which said charge or charges 
were accepted by a majority vote of the Lodge, and 
you were ordered to be placed on trial. 

You are further notified that a meeting of the said 

Lodge will be held in the.at the. 

of.on the.day of., at 

.o’clock,... .m., for the trial of the said charge 

(or charges). 

And you are further notified to appear at said 
time, in person, or by some brother authorized in 
writing to act as your counsel, and make defense to 
said charge (or charges). 

Given under my hand and the seal of the said.... 

. Lodge, No.. at.this. 

day of., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 

By Order of the Worshipful Master, 

[Seal of the Lodge.] 

. Secretary. 
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[ 14 ] 

CERTIFICATE OF PERSONAL SERVICE. 

I hereby certify that on the.day of. 

A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., I gave to the within named 

...(or left at the residence of the said 

.or with a gro wn-up member of his 

family), a notice, of which the within is a duplicate, 
with an attested copy of the charge annexed. 

Dated at.this.day of. 

A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 


[IS] 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY MAIL. 

I hereby certify that on the.day of. 

A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., I mailed a notice, of which 
the within is a duplicate, with an attested copy of 

the charge annexed, to Bro..at. 

in the Province (or District, State or Country), 
that being his last known post-office address, in a 
registered letter, the receipt for which letter from 
an official or employee of the post-office is hereunto 
annexed. • 

Dated at. this. day of . 

A.L. 59.., A.D. 19... 


[16] 

FORM OF NOTICE TO THE ACCUSED WHEN TESTIMONY 
IS TAKEN BY A COMMITTEE. 

To Bro. 

Take notice that in the matter of the complaint 
preferred against you in.Lodge No.. 

w ----- 
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(I deposited in the post-office at., enclosed 

in an envelope, securely sealed, and directed as fol¬ 
lows (give the direction on the letter as sent), “If 

not called for within ten days, return to.” 

The postage was paid thereon, and the letter was 
registered, and has (not) been returned to me). 

The Secretary should send a similar notice to the accuser. 


[18] 

FORM OF SUMMONS TO MASON AS WITNESS. 


To Brother.. 

You are hereby summoned and required to attend 
an emergent meeting (or a meeting of the commit¬ 
tee) of.Lodge, No., to be held at 

the Lodge room, on.the.day of. 

A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., at-o’clock p.m., and there 

testify what you know relative to a charge preferred 

by Brother.against Brother. 

Dated the.day of., A:L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 

By Order of the Worshipful Master, 


[Seal] 


.. .Secretary, 
.Lodge, No.... 


The person serving the summons should make upon a 
copy of it a return of the time and mode of service. 


[ 19 ] 

FORM OF RETURN OF SERVICE OF SUMMONS OF 
WITNESS. 

I certify that on the.day of . 

A.L. 59..., A.D. 19..., I gave to the within-named 
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• in hand, a summons, of which the 





[ 20 ] 


FORM OF 


To. 

You are hereby authorized to take the deposition 

in writing of .of what he knows relating 

to a charge and specifications made to . 

Lodge, No., by Brother .against 

Brother. 


You will give reasonable notice, in writing, to 
both parties, of the time and place appointed by you 
for taking such deposition; the deponent will testi¬ 
fy upon his honor; both parties may be present 
with their counsel, and put such questions as they 
may please and are relevant. If any question be 
proposed to the propriety or relevancy of which ob- 

t'Sei* T» a 

which you will propose the question to the depon¬ 
ent, and write his answer, in the exact words used 

completed, you will read the same to the deponent, 
and after he has signed it, you will securely seal the 
same,together with this commission and your return 
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of your doings thereon, in an envelope in his pre¬ 
sence, and return the same to.Lodge, No- 

Dated at.day of., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 

By Order of the Worshipful Master, 

. Secretary, 

. Lodge, No.... 

[Seal.] 


[21] 
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[ 25 ] 

NOTICE TO COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO TAKE 
EVIDENCE. 

To Brothers. of .Lodge, No. 

A. F. & A. M. 

Take notice, that the Worshipful Master of. 

Lodge, No., A. F. & A. M., has appointed 

you a committee to take evidence in the matter of 
certain charges preferred in said Lodge, on the... 

day of., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., by Brother 

- against Brother....... and you are 

hereby directed to proceed to take all the proofs 
and evidence pertaining to the said charges, and to 
report the same in writing, with your proceedings, 
to the said Lodge, with all convenient speed. 

Dated.day of.A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 

By Order of the Worshipful Master, 

[Seal.] 

. Secretary, 

. Lodge, No _ 


[26] 

FORM OF RECORD OF SPECIAL MEETING FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF MASONIC TRIAL. 

A.meeting of.Lodge, No., G.R.M., 

A. F. & A. M,, was held at...on. 

the.day of. A.L 59.., A.D. 19.., 

at.o’clock, p.m. 

Present : W.Master, etc. 

(The full Christian and surname, with the initials 
at least of all middle names, of all officers and 
members should appear.) 

The Lodge was opened in the third degree of 
Masonry. 
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This meeting was called for the special purpose of 
considering the charge and specifications made by 
Brother.against Brother. 

The complaint, specifications, notices, returns, an¬ 
swer of the accused, and reply (if any) were read, 
and the committee having reported the evidence, it 
was presented and read to the Lodge, and the par¬ 
ties by their counsel, having been heard, then re¬ 
tired, with their counsel. 

The question “Is the accused guilty or not 
guilty ?” was then determined by ballot, each mem¬ 
ber of the Lodge present voting, and upon examin¬ 
ation the vote was declared by the Worshipful Mas¬ 
ter to stand as follows : For guilty.; for not 

guilty, . (A majority not having voted guilty, 

the Lodge adjudged against conviction.) 

A majority having voted guilty, a second ballot 
was taken to detea-mine the sentence, on which the 
members present voted for “indefinite suspension,” 
“definite suspension,” “reprimand,” or a recommen¬ 
dation to the Grand Lodge that the offender be 
expelled, and upon examination the largest number 
of votes cast was for . 

If “expulsion” be the sentence adjudged, the judg¬ 
ment shall be reported to the Grand Lodge for de- 

If “reprimand” be the sentence, Bro.was 

then introduced, when the Worshipful Master pro¬ 
ceeded to administer the reprimand in open Lodge. 

There being no further business, the Lodge was 
closed in harmony until the next regular meeting. 

. Secretary. 

Confirmed ., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 

. W. Master. 
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[2 7 ] 

FORM OF RECORD OF EVIDENCE, ETC., BEFORE 
COMMITTEE. 

At a special meeting of the committee of. 

Lodge, No., held at . on the. 

day of ., A.L.. 59.., A.D., 19.., for the 

purpose of taking evidence in the matter of the 

charges and specifications made by Brother. 

against Brother.., the charges and 

specifications were first read. 

The notices to the accused and accuser to appear 
before the committee with the returns to the same, 
were then read as follows. (Here copy the notices 
and returns.) 

The answer and reply, if any, were read : 

Brother. requested that .not 

a Mason might be admitted to assist him as his 
counsel, which was refused by the Lodge, it being 
contrary to the Constitution to admit as counsel 
any person not a Mason. 

Brother .then requested Brother 

.to assist him as counsel who consented 

to do so. 

Brother. then objected to the second 

specification as not being sufficiently definite and 
certain, which was over-ruled by the committee. 

Brother.was then called as a witness 

by the accuser in support of said charges, and 
testified as a Master Mason as follows : I reside in 

., am a member of.Lodge, No.... 

in good standing. I am acquainted with Brother 

. I saw him on.street, in., 

on the .day of.. A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.., 

I was on the opposite side of the street ; he appear¬ 
ed to be much intoxicated.. 

® -- $ 
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Objection was made to witness testifying as to 
the appearance of the accused, saying that he should 
state what the accused did, and how he acted; stat¬ 
ing his appearance being but stating his conclusion 
from what he saw; but the objection was over-ruled. 

I saw him five or ten minutes ; he reeled as he 
walked, etc. (as the facts may be.) 

On cross-examination he further testified : I knew 

that Brother .had been sick for several 

days. Am a physician; do not think Brother_’s 

reeling and staggering while walking was the result 
of weakness caused by his sickness. Can cohceive 
of a man’s being so weak from sickness, long con¬ 
tinued, as to reel like a man intoxicated. Am cer¬ 
tain this could not have been the case with Brother 
. Have none but the kindest feelings to¬ 
wards Brother. May have said he was 

drinking too much of late, etc. 

Mr....was then called as a witness by the 

complainant, and testified on his honor as follows ; 
(Here give the testimony as in the case of the first 
witness.) 

On cross-examination, Mr. further testified, 

etc. (Here give the cross-examination.) 

The accused then offered the deposition of Bro¬ 
ther . 

Objection was further made because the notice 
given the accused was too short to enable him to 
get his counsel present, which appearing to be the 
fact, the deposition was rejected. 

The evidence on the part of the accuser here 
closed. 

Brother. on behalf of Brother . 

then offered the affidavit of Mr.. to which 

the accuser objected, on the grounds that Mr. 














FORMS. 153 

. should be produced for cross-examina¬ 
tion, and the affidavit was rejected by the committee. 

Mr. was then called as a witness, and 

the accuser then consented that the affidavit might 
be read, which was read accordingly, and is annexed, 
marked (B). 

On cross-examination, Mr.. further 

testified, etc. 

The evidence was then closed. 
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ation of the charges and specifications made by 

Brother.against you, it was adjudged and 

determined by the Lodge that you are guilty of the 
offence specified in said charge and specifications, 

and that you be . (or be suspended) or 

your expulsion by • Grand Lodge recommended 
from- all the rights and privileges of Masonry. 

By Order of the Worshipful Master, 

. Secretary, 

. Lodge, No.... 

(Seal.) 


[29] 

FORM OF REPORT TO GRAND MASTER. 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Manitoba, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons : 

The following are true copies of all the papers 

and proceedings, in and by.....Lodge, No... 

in the matter of the charge made by Brother. 

against Brother. (Here copy everything.) 

. W. Master. 


(Seal.) 
Attest : 


.Secretary, 


■ Lodge, No _ 
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[ 30 ] 

FORM OJJ RETURN TO GRAND LODGE. 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Manitoba, 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons : 

The following are true copies of all the papers 

and proceedings in and by.Lodge, No.in 

the matter of the charge made by Brother ........ 

against Brother. (Here copy everything, 

as before.) 

.. W. Master. 

(Seal.) 

Attest : 

. Secretary, . Lodge, No.... 


[31] 


FORM OF APPEAL. 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Manitoba, 
A. F. & A. M. 

The undersigned.hereby appeals to you 

from the decision of .Lodge, No. in 

the matter of certain charges and specifications pre¬ 
ferred in the said Lodge, against this appellant, by 
Brother ., whereby this appellant was con¬ 

victed of the said charges and specifications, and 
sentence of suspension or expulsion passed against 
him, and he specifies the following as the grounds 
of his appeal, namely : 

1. That the charges and specifications do not con¬ 
tain any Masonic offence. 

2. That the charges and specifications are vague, 
uncertain and insufficient. 
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3. That the evidence was not sufficient to warrant 
the conviction. 

4. That the penalty is disproportionate to the of- 


5. That the Lodge erred in refusing to admit the 

declaration of. (Any other special or general 

grounds of appeal may be stated.) 


All of which appears by t 


proceedings 




this day of.A.L.’59.., 


[ 32 ] 


To.. 

Ta:___ 

decision of.Lodge, No.in the matter of 

the charges and specifications made by you against 
me, and that I shall prosecute the same at the an¬ 
nual communication of the Grand Lodge, on the 
.day of.. A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 


£«£S aw*** a 
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[ 33 ] 


FORM OF PETITION FOR RESTORATION. 

To the W. M., Officers and Members of. 

Lodge, No., G.R.M., of Ancient Free 

and Accepted Masons : 

The undersigned. respectfully represents 

that he was formerly a member of said Lodge. 


day of-...., A.L. 


That on or about the 


59.., A.D. 19.., he was tried for unniasonic conduct 
upon charges preferred against him in said Lodge ; 
that upon due conviction of said charges, the said 
Lodge passed sentence of suspension against him, 
and he was subsequently expelled by Grand Lodge, 
which sentence is now in full force and effect. 

That he is desirous of being restored to the 
rights and benefits of Masonry, and 1 he hereby so¬ 
lemnly promises upon his honor that, if such restor¬ 
ation shall be granted him, he will ever yield a 
cheerful obedience to all the law’s, rules and cus¬ 
toms of the fraternity. 

Wherefore, he respectfully prays the said Lodge 
to recommend to the Grand Lodge that he be res¬ 
tored to his Masonic rights and membership as 
aforesaid. 

And your petitioner will' ever pray, etc. 

Dated this.day of., A.L. 59.., A.D. 19.. 


Recommended by 


Petitions for dispensation to form a new Lodge 
may be obtained, when required, from the Grand 
Secretary. 
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Objection to admission of visitor. 275 

-to advancement alter iniciation. 253 

- to decision of Master. 270 

-to initiation after ballot. 269 

Officers of Grand Lodge. 3 


- eligibility for election of. 

-how elected. 

-majority of votes necessary to elect .. 

-pro tempore, powers of. 

-qualification of. 

- rank. 

-scrutineers of ballot for. 

- tenure of office of. 

- title . 

-when elected. 

-when installed. 

-when Invested. 

Officers of Lodges. 

-- appointed. 

-duties of. 

-election of. 

-election to fill vacancy. 

-eligibility for. 

-except Master, may be removed from 

-how elected. 


29 

196 


197 

198 


212 

196 


-list of to be sent to Grand Secretary.. 182 

-may be suspended by Grand Master ... 39 

-majority of votes necessary to elect .. 196 

-qualifications of. 201 

- tenure of office of. 196 

-under^ dispensation appointed by Grand 

-when elected. 196 

-when installed. 196 

-when invested. 199 

Older of Business in Grand Lodge.17-26 

- may be changed. 17 

- shall be called by Grand Secretary.... 17 

Organization of Lodges, chartered. 172 

-- under dispensation. 282-285 


P 

Past Grand Officers, precedence of. 3 

-— qualification of. 5 


100 

98 

99 


20 

28 
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Suspension for violating secrecy of the. ballot 


-Master liable to.. 

-member under cannot join another 

-n® Lodge dues accrue while under _ 

-of Lodge by District Deputy Grand 


-of Lodge, officer or brother by Grand 

Master. 


-terminal 

-Warden 



T 



Trials. (See Masonic Trials.) 

Treasurer, Grand. (See Grand Treasurer.) 

Treasurer of Lodge, duties of. 

-bow and when elected and installed .. 


Tyler, Grand. (See Grand Tyler.) 

Tyler of Lodge, duties of. 

- for cause, may be removed. 


-how and when elected.. 

-Bhall not officiate at irregular Lodge .. 


U 


Uniformity of work to be observed 


V 


Vacancy, definition of. 

-how caused. 

-in office of Grand Lodge", how filled .. 

-in office of Grand Master, how filled .. 

-in office of Lodge, how filled. 

-in standing committees, how filled .... 

Visitors, regulations regarding. 275, 

-to Grand Lodge, rules governing .. .. 

-to Lodges must be vouched for or ex¬ 
amined. 

-to Lodges shall record name, rank. 


Votes, dues may be remitted by. 

-each Past Master entitled to one .. .. 

-for Grand officers, how ascertained ... 

- Grand Master has casting. 

-in case of a tie in Lodges. 

-in Grand Lodge, when limited. 
















































